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MY MOST HONOR’D FRIEND 

go^DOiLTm3\C 
of godolphin. 

Honor’d Sir, 
Our moft worthy Brother 
M' Sidney godolphin^ when he 
lived, was pleas’d to think my 
ftudies fomethihg, and other- 
wife to oblige me, as you 

know i with feall teftimonies of his good 
opinion, great in themfelves, and the grea¬ 
ter for the worthineffe of his perfon. For 
there is not any veitue that difpofeth a 
man, either to the fervice of God, or to the 
fervice of his Country, to CiviU Society, 
or private Friend{hip,that did not manifeft- 
ly appear in his converlation, not as acqui¬ 
red by necefsity, or affefted upon occafion, 
but inhaerent, and fhining in a generous con- 
ftitution of his nature. Therefore in honour 
and gratitude to him, and with devotion to 
your felfej I humbly Dedicate unto you 
this my difcourfe of Common-wealth. I 
know not how the world will receive it, 
nor how it may refled: on thofe that lhall 
feem to favour it. For in a way befet with 
tliofe that contend, on one fide for too great 
Liberty, and on the other fide for too much 

A 2, Authority 



The Epiflle ‘Dedicatory. 
Authority, ’tis hard to pafle between the 
|x)ints of both unwounded. But yet, me 
thinks, the endeavour to advance the G ivill 
Power, fhould not be by the Civill Power 
condemned ;nor private men,by reprehend¬ 
ing it, declare they think that Power too 
great. Befides, I Ipeak not of die men, but 
(in the Abftraft)of the SeatofPower,(like 
tothofe Ample and unpar ball creatures in the 
Roman Capitol, that with their noyfe de¬ 
fended thofe within it,not becaufe they were 
they,but there,)offending none, I think, but 
thofe withoutjOr luch within(if there be a- 
ny luch)as favour them. That which per¬ 
haps may mod: offend, are certain Texts of 
Holy Scripture,alledged by me to other pur- 
pofe than ordinarily they ufe to be by o- 
thers. But I have done it with due fubmifsi- 
dn, and alfb (in order to my Subjeft) necef- 
farily;for they are the Outworks of the Ene¬ 
my,from whence they inipugne the Civil! 
Power. If notwithftanding this,you find my 
labour generally decry ed, you may be plea- 
fed to ex cufe your felfe, and fey fam a mth 
that love riiy own opinions,and think all true 
I fey, that I honoured your Brother, and ho¬ 
nour you, arid have prefum’d on that, to af- 
fume the Title (without your kriOwledge) 
of beirig, as I am. 

Sir, 

Pads, lepl Yourmoft humble^ and moft 
obedient f^rvant, 

TVo»HobVe 
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THE 

I %p T> U C T 1 0 ^ 

Atu re (the Art whereby God hath made and 
governes the World )is by the An of man, as 
in many other things, fo in this alfo imitated, 
that it can make an Artificial Animal. For 
feeing life is but a motion of Limbs, the be- 
gining whereof is in fome prihcipall part 
Within^ why may we not fay,'h:hat all Automata 
C Engines that move themfelves by fprings and 

Wheeles as doth a watch ) have an artificial! life e For what is the 
Hearty hwi B. Spring 5 and the Nerves^ but fo m?ny Strings 5 and the 
Joynts^ but(o many Wheeles^ giving motion to the whole Body, 
fuch as was intended by the Artificer^ An goes yet further, imi¬ 
tating that Rationall and moft excellent worke of Nature, For 
by Art is created that great Leviathan called a Common- 

Wealth;, or State j (in latine Civitas ) which is but an Ar¬ 
tificial! Man •, though of greater ftature and ftrength than the Na¬ 
turally forwhofe protedion and defence it was intended^ and in 
yNhxchyXhQ. SQveraignty is an Artificial! Soul^ as giving life and mo¬ 
tion to the whole body-, The Magifirates ^ and other officers of 
Judicature and Execution, artificial! Reward and Punijhment 
(by which faftned to the feate of the Soveraignty, every joynt and 
member is movejd to performe his duty) are the Ncraves, that 
do the fame in the Body Natural^ The Wealth and Riches of all 
the particular members, are the Strength-^ Salus Poguli {the feofles 
fafety) its Bufineffe-^ Counfcllors ^ by whom all things needfull for 
it to know, are fuggefted unto it, are the Memorji, Equity and 
Pawes^zvi2imhd2^ Reafon md Wilh Concord^ Healths Sedition^ 
Sicknefie sznd Civill war^ Death, Laftly,thc Pads and Covenants^ 
by which the parts of this Body Politique were at firft made, fet 
together, and united, refemble that Fiat^ or the Letrn make man, 
pronounced by God in the Creation, 

To 



The INTROBUCTlOir, 

To deicribe the Nature of this Artifidall .inan, I will conhdet 

Firft 3 the Matter thereof, and the Artificer 5 both which 
is Man. , 

Secondly, and by what Covenants it is made *, what are 
the Rights and juft Power or Amhoritj of a S^ver-aigne j 
and what it is that fref ’,rveth and dijjolveth it; 

Thirdly, what is a Chriflian Common-wealth, 
Laftly, what is the Kingdome of Darknefsi 

Concerning the firft, there is a faying much ufurped of late, That 
is acquired,^Rpt by reading of Books^ but of Mep^ Confe- 

quently whe reunt6,fhofepe rfons, that for the moft part can give no 
other proof of being wife, take great delight to ihew what they think 
they have read in men, by uncharitable cenfures of one another be¬ 
hind their backs. But there is another faying not of late underftood, 
biy which they niight learn triily-tb read one -another, if they would 
taketiic pains 5 andthat is, N^fceiieifjum^ -Re^ thj fclfi Which was 
not meant, as it is now ufcd, to countenance, either the bafbarous ftatfe 
of men in power^ towards their inferiors ^ or to encourage men of low 
degree, to a faWicie behaviour towards their betters 5 But to teach us, 
that for the fimilimde of the thoughts,and Paffions of bnc man, to the 
thoughts, and Paftions of another-, whofoever looketh into himfelfj 
find confidereth what’ he doth, when he does think^ cpine^ reafon^ 
hope^feaVe^Qcc^ and upon what giKjunds*, he ftiall thereby read and 
know, what are the thoughts,and Paflions of all other men, upon the 
like occafions., i faythe ftmilkude of Pafsions^ which are the fame in 
all men, defire^feare^ hope^dte*^ not the fimilitude of the objects of the 
Palfions,which are the things defired^ feared^ hoped^dcc: for thefe the 
conftitution individual!, and particular education do fo vary, and they 
arefo eafie to be kept from oiir knowledge, that the charaefters of 
mans heart, blotted and confounded as they are, with diftembling, 
lying, counterfeiting, and erroneous doeftrines, are legible onejy to 
him that fearcheth hearts. And though by mens adions wee do dif- 
covertheirde^figne fometimes ^ yet to do it without comparing them 
withourown,and diftinguiftiingallcircumftances,by which the cafe 
may come to be altered, istodecypherwithoutakeyjand be for the 
moft part deceived, bytoomuchtruft,orby too much diffidences as 
he that reads, is himfelf a good or evil man. 

But let one man read another by his adions never fo perfe(51:Iy3 if 
ferves him onely with his acquaintance, which are but few. He that is 
to govern a whole Nation, muft read in himfelf, not this, or that par^ 
ticular man •, but Man-kind: which though it be hard to do, harder 
thantolearnanyLanguage, or Science-, yet, when I ftiall have fet 
downmy own reading orderly, and perfpicuoufly, the pains left ano¬ 
ther, will be onely to conlider,.if he alfo End not the fame in himfelf. 
For tills-kind of Dodrine, admitteth no other Demonftratiorii 



Tart I. ChapA, 

OF MAN 
CHAP. I. 

Of Sense. ' 

Oncerningtfic Thoughts of uiao. Twill confidcf them 
firft Singly^ and afterwards in "trayne^ot dependancs 
upon one another. Singly^ they arc every one a Repre- 
fentationox Apparence^oi fomequality,or other Acci¬ 
dent of a body without us-, whicn is commonly called 
Which Objed: workethon the Eyes, Eares, and other 

parts of mans body 5 and by diverfity of working, produceth diverfi- 
tyof Apparences. 

The Originall of them all,is that which we call Sense (For there 
is no conception in a mans mind, which hath not at firft, totally, or by 
parts, been begotten upon the organs of Senfe.) The reft are derived 
from that originall. 

Toknowthenaturall caufe of Senfe, is not very neceftary to the 
bufinefs now in hand ^ and I have elfe-where written of the fame at 
large. Neverthelefs, to fill each pirt ofmyprefent method, I will 
briefly deliver the fame in this place. 

The caufe of Senfe, is the Externall Body, or Objed, which pref- 
feth the organ proper to each Senfe, either immediacy, as in the Taft 
and Touch-, or mediately, as in Seeing, Hearing, andSmelling: 
which preflure, by the mediation of Nerves, and other firings, and 
membranes of the body,continued inwards to the Brain, and Heart, 
caufeth there arefiftance , or counter-preflure, or endeavour of the 
heart, to deliver it felf; which endeavour becaufe OumarJ,feemeth to 
be fome matter without. And this [eeming^ ox fancy^ is that which 
men call 5^/2/^-,,andconfifteth, as to the Eye, in a Lights or Colour 

TotheEare,ina SoundTothe Noftrill, in an odourTo 
theTongueandPalat,ina54'i^^?//r-, And to the reft of the body, in 
Heai^Cold^I-Iardnefc^ Softneffe^md(nchoth.ex qualities, as we dif- 
cern by Feeling* All which qualities called Senfwle^ are in the objed 
that caufeth them, but fo many feveral motions of the matter, by 
which it preflerh our organs diverfly. Neither in us that are prefled, 
are they any thing elfe 3 but divers motions-, (for motion, produceth 
nothing but motion.) But their apparence to us is Fancy, the fame 
waking, that dreaming. And as prefling, rubbing, or ftriking the 
Eye,makes us fancy a liglit^and prefling the Eure,produceth a dinne 5 
fo do the bodies alfo we fee, or hear, produce the fame by their 
ftrong,though unobferved adion. For if thofe Colours,and Sounds, 
were in the Bodies, or Objects that caufe them, they could not bee 

B fevered 



Part X. Of MAN. Cha^.%. 

fevered from them, as by glafles, and in Ecchoes by rcflediiion, wee 
fee they are-, where we know the thing we fee,is in one place^ the ap- 
parence, in another. And though at fome certain diftance, the reall, 
and very objed feem invefted with the fancy it begets in us ^ Yet ftiil 
the objed is one thing ^ the image or fancy is another. So that 
Senfe in all cafes, is nothing els but originall fancy, caufed ( as I 
have faid) by the preifure, that is, by the motionjof externall things 
upon our Eyes, Eares, and other organs thereunto ordained. 

But the Philofophy-fchooles,through all the Univerfities of Chri* 
ftendome, grounded upon certain Texts of Arifiotle^tt^ich another 
dodrine and fay. For the caufe of that the thing feen, fend, 
eth forth on every fide a mpbk fpecies (in Engliih) a n/ifibk P>m^ 
^farition^ or or 4 5 the receiving whereof intOt^ 
iytfis Seeing* Andfor the caufe of ifthat the thing heard^ 
fendeth forth an Audible fpecies^ that is, an AudMe or Audi^ 
ble being feen which entring at the Eare, maketh Hearing* Hay for 

* the cauie of Under (landing alfb, they fay the thing UrTderftood fend¬ 
eth forth intelligible fpecies^thsx. is, an entclligible being f ren 5 which 
comming into the Underftanding, makes us Underftand. I fay not 
this,as difapproving the ufe of Univerfities: but becaufe I am to ^eak 
hereafter of their ofiiGe in a Common-w^ealth, I rauft let you fee on 
all occafions by the way, what things would be amended in them 5 
amongft which the frequency of infignificant Speech is one. 

CHAP. 11. 

O/ImaG I N AT I OK. T Hat when a thing lies fliUjUnleffe fomewhat els ftirre it, it 
will lye ftill for ever, is a truth that m man doubts of. But 
that when a thing is in motion, it will eternally be in moti¬ 
on, unlefs fomewhat els ftay it, though thereafonbe the 

fame, (namely, that nothing can change it felfe,) is not fo cafily af- 
fented to. For men meafure, not onely other men, but all other 
things, by themfelves: and becaufc they find themfelves fubjed af^ 
ter motion to pain, and laffitude, think every thing els growes weaiy 
of motion, and feeks repofe of its own accord little confidering, 
whether it be not fome other motion, wherein that defire of reft they 
find in themfelves, confifteth. From hence it is, that the Schooled 
fay. Heavy bodies fall downwards, out of an appetite to reft, and to 
conferve their nature in that place which is moft proper for them 5 
aferibing appetite, and Knowledge of what is gooafor their confer* 
vation, (which is more than man has) to things inanimate, ab* 
furdly! 

When a Body is once in motion, it moveth ( unlefs fomething els 
hinder it) eternally 5 and whatfoever hindreth it, cannot in an inftant, 
but in time, and by degrees quite extinguifti it: And as wee fee in the 
water, though the wind eeafe, the waves give not over rowling for ^ 

long 
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long time after ^ ibalfo it happenethk th^ motion, which is made in 
tiie internail parts of a man, thefl jWheH'he Sees*, Dreams,&c. For af¬ 
ter the objed is removed-, or the c^e ihiit, wee Aill retain an image of 
dbe tiling fee'n, thotigh -more obfeure tban when we fee it. And this 
isir,theLatines CaIlsf;i^^w^i^;«^, from the -image made in feeing 5 
and apply the fame, though improperly, to all the other fepfes. But 
the Greeks call it Fmcv •, which ifignihes afpareme^ aftd is- as proper 
to one fenfe, as to another. iM-Acj^^-Atr i oN therefore is nothing but 
decaym^frnp ^ -and is found in men,atid rnany other %ihg Greatiares, 
afwell ueeping:, as waking. 

The decay of Senfe in men waking, is ndt the -decay of the morion 
inade infeftje',hutanobfeiningof k5 in ru5ch manner, as the light Of 
the Sun obfcurerii the light of the, Starres j wliich ftari'S do no left 
txercife their ve rtue by which they are vifible, in tlie day, than in the 
night. But becaule amongft many ftroaks, wshich our eyes, eares, and 
other organs receive fromexternaU bodies, the predominant oneiy is 
fenfible •, therefore the light of the Sun being predominant. We are not 
aifecSed with the adtion of the ft arts. And any objedl being removed 
Brom our eyes, though the impreffton k made in us remain •, yet other 
objects more prefcnt fucceeding, and working on us, t he Imagination 
of the paft isobicured, and made weak ^ as the voyce of a man is in 
thenoyfeof theday . FrortiwheRceit followeth, that the longer the , 
rime is, after the {ight,or Senfeof anyobjedt, tlie weaker is the Ima- 
ginaricai. For the condnuall change of mans body, d^ftioyes in time 
the parts which in feuie were nwaved: So that diftaitce of time, and of 
place, hath one and the (kme eftedl in us. For as at a great diftance of 
place, that which wee look at, appears dimme, and without diftmdiioft 
of the fmaller parts vtnd as Voyces grow weak, and inarticulate: fo 
alfp after great diftance of time, our imagination of the Paft is weak • 
and wee lofe ( for example) of Cities wee have feen, many particu* 
lar Streets*, and of Adlions,many particular Gircumftances. This 
decayingfenfej when wee would exprcfs the thing it ftlf, (I mean/4^- 
cy it felfe,) wee call Imagination^ as I faid before: Blit when we would 
exprefsthei^f^iy,andfigrtifiethatth€ Senfeis fading, old, and paft, 
li h zsXl^di Memory, So that Imagination and Memory ^ are but one Memory, 

thing, which for divers Gonfiderations hath divers names. 
Much memory, or memory of many things, is called Experi- 

tnce. Agaiiie, Imagination being only of thofe things which have 
been formerly perceived by Senfe, either all at once, or by parts 
atfeverall times*, The former, (which is the imagining the whole 
objed, as it was prtfented tothefenfe) is ftmple Imagimtiofias 
when one imagineth a man, or horfe, which he hath feen before^ 
The other is CompoundedaS when from the fight of a mah at 
One time, and or a horfe at another, we conceive in our mind a ' 
Centaure . So when a man compoundeth the image of own 
perfon, with the image of the adlions of an other man 5 as whett 
a man imagins hinifelle a Hercules y or an Alexander y (Which hap- 
pencth often to them that are much taken with reading of Ro- 
mants) it ii a compound imagination, and properly but a Fidtion 

B 2 of 
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AppariUons 
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Tartu Of MAChap,i. 

of the iftind . There be alfo other Im^inations that rife in meri , 
( theugh waking) from the great impremon made in fenfe: As from 
gazing upon the Sim, the impreflion leaves an image of the Sijn 
before our eyes a long time after ^ and from being long and vehe¬ 
mently attent upon Geometricall Figures, a man ihall in the dark, 
(though awake) hate the Images of Lines, and Angles , before 
his eyes: which kind of Fancy hath no particular name-, as being a 
thing that doth not Commonly fall into mens difcourfe. 
, The imaginations of them that fleep , are thofe we call Dreams, 
And thefe alfo (as all other Imaginations ) have been before, ei¬ 
ther totally, or by parcells in the Senfe. And becaufe in fenfe, the 
Brain, and Nerves’, which are the necelTary Organs of fenfe, arc 
fobenummed in fleep, as not eafily to; Be moved by the adlion of 
Externall Objects, there can happen in fleep, no Imagination 5 and 
therefore no Dreame, but what proceeds from the agitation of the 
inward parts of lAans body ^ which inward parts, for the connex¬ 
ion they have with the Brayn, and other Organs , when they be 
diftempered, do'keep the fame in motion whereby the Imaginations 
there formerly made,'^ appeare as if a man were wakings faving 
that the Organs of Senfe being now benummed, fo as there [is no 
new objed, which can mafter and obfeure them with a more vi- 

^ gorous impreflion, a Dreame muft needs be more cleare, in this 
nlencc of fenfe, than are our waking thoughts. And hehd it 
Cometh to paffe, that it is a hard matter, and by maiiy thought 
impoflible to diftinguifh exadiy between Senfe and Dreaming I 
For my part, when I confider, that in Dreames, I do not of* 
ten, nor conftantly think of the fame Perfons , Places , Objeds^ 
and Adions that I do waking not remember fo lOfig a trayhd 
of coherent thoughts, Dreaming , as at other times -. And be¬ 
caufe waking I often obferve the abfurdity of Dreames, but ne-; 
vef dream of the abflirdities of my waking Thoughts^ L am well 
fatisfied, that being awake, I know I dreame notj though when' 
I dreame, I think my fejfe awake . - 

And feeing ,dr®^mes are caufed by the diftemper of fome of the’ 
inward parts ofthe Body-, divers diflempers muft needs caufe diffe-^ 
rent Dreams. And hence it is, that lying cold breedeth Dreams of 
Feare, and raifeth the thought and Image of fome fearfull objed (the 
motion from the brain to the inner parts, and from the inner parts to 
the Brain being reciprocal!:) And that as Anger caufeth heat in fome' 
parts of the Body, when we are awake 5 fo when we fleep, the over 
heating of the fame parts caUfethAnger,and raifeth up in the brain the' 
Imagination of an Enemy. In tfiefame manner -, as naturall kindhefs,' 
when we are awake caufeth defirc ; and defire makes heat in certain 
other parts of the body-, fo alfo, too much heat in thofe parts, while ’ 
wee fleep, raifetji in the brain an imagination of fome kindnefs iliewn. 
In fumme, our Dreams are the reverfe of our waking Imaginations 5 
The motion when we are awake, beginning at one end -, and when we' 
Dream, at another. ’ 

Xhe moftdifficultdifcerningof a mans Dreani, from his waking'^ 
[ ' "" thopghts^ 
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-thoughts, is tfiien, when byfome accident we obferve ndi that wehave 
flept I which is eafie to happen to a man full of fearfull thoughts •, and 
whofe Confcience is much troubled • and that- fleepeth, without the 
'^iraimftances, of going to bed, or putting off his clothes, as dhe 
that noddeth in a chayre. For he that taketh pains, and induftrioufly 
;iayes himfelf to fleep, in cafe any uncouth and exorbitant fancy 
come unto him, cannot eafily think it other than a Dream. We read 
of Marcus Brmus^ (one that had his life given him by Julius Cafar^ 
andwas alfo his favorite, and notwithftanding murthered him,) how 
at the night before he gave battell to Aiigujlua Cafar^ hee 

a fearfull apparition, which is commonly related by Hiftorians 
ns a Vifion; but confidering the circumftances, one niiay eafily judge 
to have been but a fhort Dream, For fitting in his tent, penfivc and 
trmibkd,with«the horrour of hi^ rafh ad, it was not hard for him^ 
{lumbering in the cold, to dream of that which moft affrighted him- 
which fearC, as bydegreesatrnade him wake •, foalfo it rhuft needs 
teake the Apparitionoy degrees to vahifti: And having no affurahce 
tbat he flept,-he could, have no caufe to think it a Dream, or any 
thing but a Vifion. And this is no very rare Accident: for even they 
that^ perfedly awake, if they be timorous, and fupf erftitious, pop- 
fcfTed with fearfull tales, and alone in the dark, are fubjed to the like 
fencies vand believe they fee fpirits and dead mens Ghofts walking 
In Church^yards^vwhereas it ik either their Fancy onely, or els the 
loiavery fuch pcrfons, as make ufe of fuch fuperftitious feare, to 
>afle difguifed in the night, to places they would not be known-to 

^ From this ignorance of how to diflinguifii Dreams, apd other 
ftrong Fancies, from Vifion and 5enfe,ich<rarife the greateft part of 
the Religion of the Gentiles in time, paft, that worlhipped Satyres, 
Fawnes, Nymphs, and the likeand now adayes the Opinion that 
rude people have of Fayries, Ghofts, and Goblins*, and of the 
power of Witches. For as for Witches, I think not that their witch¬ 
craft is any reall power*, but yet that they are juftly puniftied, for the 

•falfebeliefe, they have, that they can do fuch mifchiefe, joyned with 
tl^irpurpofe todoitifthey can: their trade being neerct to, a Pew. 
Religion^ than to a Graft or Science. And for Fayries, and walking 
Ghofts,- the Opinion of them has I think been on purpofe, either 
taught, or not Confuted, to keep in credit the ufe of Exorcifmc, of 
Crolles, of holy Water, and other fuch inventions' of Ghoftly men» 
Kcvetthekfte, there is no doubt,but God can make unnaturall Appa- 
ridoesr Butthar he does it fo often, as men need to feare fuch things, 
paorethan they feare the ftay, or change,, of the courfe of Nature, 
which he alfo can ftay, and change,is no'point of Chriftian faith. But 
cvill men under pretext that God can do any thing, are fo bold as to 
lay any thing when it ferves their turn,though they think it untiue *, It 
& the part of a wife man,to believe them no furthef,than right reafoP 
saakesthat which they fay, appear credible. If this fuperftitious fear 
of Spirits were taken away,and with it, Prognoftiques from Dreams,' ‘ 

I ijiany other' things depending' tBerepn, by^ 
which 
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whkh, crafty iirabkionspeifons abufethe fimipkpeopkj men would 
i>e much more fitted than tliey are for civill Obedience. 

And this ought to be the work of the Schooles : but they rather 
nourifli fiicji dodrine. For ( not knowing what Imagination, or the 
Scnles are), what they receive, they teach: fome faying, that Imagi¬ 
nations rife of themfelves, and have no caufc ; Others that they riic 
moll commonly from the Will 5 and that Good thoughts are blown 
(infpired ) int o a man, by God y and Evil! thoughts by the DiveU ,: 
or that Good thoughts are powred (infufed) into a man, by God, 
and Evill ones by me Diveil .Some fay the Senfcs receive the Specif 
of things, and deliver them to the Common-fenfe •, and the Com¬ 
mon Senfe delivers them over to the Fancy, and the Fancy to the Me¬ 
mory, and the Memory to the Judgement, like handing of things 
from one to another, with many words making nothing under- 
flood. 

The Imagination that is rayfed in man (-or any other creature in¬ 
dued with the faculty of imagining) by words, or other voluntary 
fignes, is that we generally call Underftandmg i, and is common to 
Man and Beall. For a dogge by cullome will underftand the call, or 
the rating of his Mailer; and fo will many other Bealls. That Un- 
derllanding which is peculiar to man, is the Underftanding not onely 
his will ^ but his conceptions and thoughts, by the lequell and contex¬ 
ture of the names of tilings into Affirmations, Negations, and other 
formes of Speech: And of this kinde of Underftanding I lhall fpeak 
hereafter. 

V 

CHAR III 
Of the Confequemeor T ra YN E of Jmagimtms, By Co»fequenc€^ or Trayne of Thoughts, I underftand that 

fucceffion of one Thought to another, which is called (to di- 
ftinguiihit from Difeourfe in words) MenuU Oifeoufe. 

When a man thinketh on any thing whatfoe ver, His next 
Thought after, is not altogether fo camall as it feems to be. Not 
every Tbought to every Tbought fucceeds indifferently. But as wee 
have no Imagination, whereof we have not formerly had Senfe, in 
whole, or in parts; fo we have no T ranfition from one Imagination 
to another, whereof we never had the like before in our Senfes. The 
reafon whereof is this. All Fancies are Motions within us, rcliques of 
thofe made in the Senfe; And thofe motions that immediately fuccee- 
ded one another in the fenfe, continue alfo together after Senfe; In fo 
much as the former comming again to take place, and be predomi¬ 
nant, the later followeth, by coherence of the matter moved, in fuch 
manner, as water upon a plain Table is drawn which way any one apart 
of it is guided by the finger. But becaufe in fenfe, to one and the lame 
thing perceived, fometimesone thing, fometimes another fucceedeth, 
it comes to paffie in time, that in the Imagining of any thing, there is 

.. ' no 
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flo ccminty what we fliall Tmagine next^ Onely this is certain, it 
fliall be fomething that fncceeded the fame before,, at one time or 
another. 

Th® Trayneof Thoughts, or Mentall Pifcourfe, is of two forts, jyayfse of 

without Befigne^ and inconftant? Wherein Thotights 
thereisnoPaflionate Thought, to govern and dired thofe that fol- mgutded, 

low, to it fellas the end and fctye of fome defire, or other paflion: 
In which cafe the thoughts are faid to wander, andfeem impertinent 
One to another, as in a Dream> S uch are Commonly ^ the thonghts of 
men, that are not onely without company, but alfo without care of any 
thing v^^hough even then their Thoughts are as bufie as at other times, 
but without harmony V as the found which a Lute out of tune would 
yeeldto any man •, or in tune, to one tliat could not play. And yet in 
this wild ranging of the mind, a man may oft-times perceive the way 
of it, and the dependance of one thought upon another. For in a Dii- 
courfe of our prefent civil! warre^what could fecm more impertinent, 
than to ask (as one did) what was the value of a Roman Penny r Yet 
the Cohasrence to me was manifeft enough. For the Tbought of the 
warre, introduced the Thought of the delivering up the King to his 
Enemies ^ The T bought of that, brought in the T bought of the deli¬ 
vering up of Chrift-, and that again tme Thought of the 30 pence, 
which was the price of thattreafon ; and thence eafily followed that 
malicious quefiion •, and all this in a moment of time •, for Tbought is 
quick. 

Thefecondismorc conftant; as being regulated hy fbme dcfire, Trayneof 

and dcfigne. For the impreflion made by fuch things as wee defirc, or Thoughts re- 

feare, is firong,, and permanent, or, (if itceafefor a time,) of quick g^de.ted, 

return rfoftrong it is fometimes, as to hinder and break our deep. 
From De.&c,arireth the Thought of fome means we have feen pro¬ 
duce the like of that which we ayme at ^ and from the thought of that, 
the thought of means to that mean 5 and fo continually, till we come 
to fome beginning within our own power. Andbecaufe the End, by 
thegreatnefteof the impreffion, comes often to mind, in cafe our 
thoughts begin to wander, they are quickly again reduced into the 
way: which obfeived by one or the feven wife men, made him give 
men this pr^ecept, which is now worne out, that is to 
fay, in ail your anions, look often upon what you would have, as the 
thing that direds all your thoughts in the way to attain it. 

The Trayn of regulated Thoughts is of two kinds •, One, when 
of an efied imagined, wee feek the caufes, or means that produce it: 
and this is common to Man and Bead. The other is, when imaoi- 
hing any thing whatfoever, wee feek all the polTible effeds, that can 
by it be produced •, that is to fay, we imagine what we can do with it, 
when wee have it. Of which 1 have not at any time feen any figne, 
but in man onely*, for this is a curiolity hardly incident to the nature 
of any living creature that has no other Pamon but fenfuall, fuch as 
arc hunger, thirft, luft^ and anger. In fiimme, the Difconrfe of the 
Mind, when it is governed by defigne, is nothing but Seekitf^ or 
the faculty of Invention, which the Latines call Sagacitas^ and 

S okrtia ^ 
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SoUrtta, • a hunting out of the caufes, of fome effed:, prefent or paft f 
or of the effeds, of fome prefent or paft caufe. Sometimes a man 
'feeks what he hath loft ^ and from that place, and time, wherein hee 
milTes it, his mind runs back, from place to place, and time to time, 
to find where, and when he had it *, that is to fay, to find fome cer- 
tainj and limited time and place, in which to begin a method of feek- 
ing. Again, from thence, his thoughts run over the fame places and 
times, to find what adion, or other occafion might make him lofe it. 
This we call or Calling to mind : the Latines call it 
Remi^/fce/tthy as it were a Re-conning of our former adions. 

Sometimes a man knows a place determinate, within the compalle 
whereof heistofeek-, and then his thoughts run over all the parts 
thereof, in the fame manner, as one would fweep a room, to find a 
jewell,5 or as a Spaniel ranges the field, till he find a fent •, or as,a man 
ftiould run over the Alphabet, to ftart a rime. 

Sometime a man denies to know the event of an adion 5 and then 
he thinketh of fome like adion paft, and the events thereof one after 
another 5 fuppofing like events will follow like adions. As he that 
forefees \vhat wil become of a Griminal,re-cons what he has feen fol¬ 
low on the like Griitie before •, having this order of thoughts. The 
Crime, the Officer, the Prifon,the Judge, and the Gallowes. Which 
kind of thoughts, is called Forefight,^ and Prudence^ or Pro’uldence 5 

and fometimes wtpdome 5 though fuch conjedure, through the diffi¬ 
culty of obferving all circumftances, be very fallacious. But this is 
certain 5 by how much one man has more experience of things paft, 
than another •, by fo much alfo he is more Prudent, and his expeda- 
tions the feldomer faile him. The Prefent onely has a being in Na¬ 
ture *, things Pafi have a being in the Memory onely, but things to 
come have no being at all •, the Future being but a fidion of the 
mind, applying the fequels of adions Paft, to, the adions that are 
Prefent^ which with moft certainty is done by him that has moft Ex¬ 
perience * but not with certainty enough. And though it be called 
Prudence,when the Event anfwereth our Expedation yet in its own 
nature, it is but Prefumption. For the forefight of things to come, 
which is Providence, belongs onely to him by whofe will they are to 
come. From him onely, and fupernaturally, proceeds Prophecy. 
The beft Prophet naturally is the beft gueft'er *, and the beft guefter, 
he that is moft verfed and ftudied in the matters he gueifes at: for he 
hath moft Signes to guelfe by. 

A Signe,^ is the Event Antecedent, of the Confequent 5 and con- 
trarily, the Confeqiient of the Antecedent, when the like Confe- 
quences have been obferved, before; And the oftner th^ have been 
obferved, the leffe uncertain is the Signe. And therefore he that has 
moft experience in any kind of biifineffe, has moft Sigpes, whereby 
to guefle at the Future time *, and confequently is the moft prudent: 
And fo much more prudent than he that is new in that kind of bufi- 
nefs, as not to be equalled by any advantage of naturall and extem¬ 
porary wit: though perhaps many young men think the contrary. 

NeveTthelelfe it is not Prudence that diftinguiffieth man from 
.. ^ beaft. 
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beaft. There be beafls, that at a year old obferve more, and purfue 
that which is for their good, more prudently, than a child can do 
at ten. 

As Prudence is a Trsfumtion of the Future^ contraded from the ConjeBure: of 
Experience ximt Paft: So there is a Prcciumtion of things Paft the timepafi, 
taken from other things (not future but) paft alfo. For he that hath 
feen by what cotirfes and degrees, a flourifliing State hath firft 
come into civil warre, and then to mine *, upon the fight of the ruines 
of any other State, will guefte, the like warre, and the like courfes 
have been there alfo. But this conjedure, has the fame incertainty 
almoft with the conjedure of the Future *, both being grounded one- 
ly upon Experience. 

There is no other ad of mans mind, that I can remember,naturally 
planted in him, fo, as to need no other thing, to the exercife of it, but 
to be born a man, and live with the ufe of his five Senfes. Thofe 
other Faculties, of which I fiiallfpeak by and by, and which feem 
proper to man onely, are acquired, and encreafed by ftudy and'indu- 
ftry and of moft men learned by inftrudion, and difeipline ^ and 
proceed all from the invention of Words, and Speech. For befides 
Senfe, and T houghts, and the T ray ne of thoughts, the mind of man 
has no other motionthough by the help of Speech, and Method, 
the fame Facultyes may be improved to fuch a height, as to diftin- 
guilli men from all other-living Creatures. 

Whatfoever we imagine, is Finite. Therefore thei'e is no Idea, or 
conception of zny thing we czW Infinite- iSo uian can have in his 
mind an Image of infinite magnitude 5 nor conceive infinite fwift- 
nefs, infinite time, or infinite force, or infinite power. When we lay 
any thing is infinite, we fignifie onely, that we are not able to con¬ 
ceive the ends, and bounds of the thing named 5 paving no Concep¬ 
tion of the thing,but of our own inabihty. And therefore the Name 
of (jOisfisufed,nottomake us conceive him 5 (forhe is incompre-' * 
henfihle ^ and his greatnelfe, and power are unconceivable 3) but that 
we may honour him. Alfobecaufe whatfoever (as I faid before,) 
we conceive, has been perceived firft by fenfe, either all at once, or 
by parts ♦, a man can have no thought, reprefenting any thing, not 
fubjed to fenfe. No man therefore can conceive any thing, but he 
muft conceive it in fome place •, and indued with fome determinate 
magnitude *, and which may be divided into parts 5 nor that any thing 
is all in this place, and all in another place at the fame time ^ nor that 
two, or more things can be in one, and the fame 'place at once: For 
none of thefe things ever have, or can be incident to Senfe but are 
abfurd fpeeches, taken upon credit (without any fignification at all,) 
from deceived Philofophers, and deceived, or deceiving Schoole- 
men. 

C CHAP, iv; 

t 
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CHAP. IV. 

Of Speech. 

Ortgifiallof Invention of Vrinting^ though ingenious, compared 
Sfeeck S tvith the invention of L etters^ is no great matter. But who 

* was the firft that found the ufe of Letters, is not known.* 
He that firfi brought them into GreecefOii^n fay was Cadmm^ 

the fonne of Agenor^ King of Phoenicia. A profitable Invention for 
continuing the memory of time paft, and the conjundion of man¬ 
kind, difperfed into fo many, and diftant regions of the Earth 5 and 
with all difficult, as proceeding from a watchfull obfervation of the 
divers motions of the Tongue, Palat, Lips, and other organs of 
Speech •, whereby to make as many differences of charaders, to re¬ 
member them. But the moft noble and profitable invention of aii 
other, was that of S p e e c h, confifting of Names or Appellationsy 

and their Connexion ♦, whereby men regifter their Thoughts 5 recdl 
them when they are paft ^ and alfo declare them one to another for 
mutuall utility and converfation 5 without which, there had been 
amongft men, neither Common-wealth, nor Society, nor Contrad, 
nor Peace, no more than amongft Lyons, Bears, and Wolves. The 
firft author of Speech was God himfelf, that inftruded Adam how 
to name fuch creatures as fie prefented to his fight ^ Tor the Scrip- 
rure goeth no further in this matter. But this was fufficient to dired 
him to adde more names, as the experience and ufe of the creatures 
Aould give him occafion *, and to joyn them in fuch manner by de¬ 
crees, as to make himfelf underftood 5 and fo by fucceffion of time. 
To much language might be gotten, as he had found ufe for 5 though 
not fo copious, as an Orator or Philofopher has need of. For I do 
not find any thing in the Scripture, out of which, diredly or by con- 
Tequence can be-gathered, that Adam was taught the names of all 
Figures, Numbers, Meafures, Colours, Sounds, Fancies, Relations; 
much lefs the names of Words and Speech, as Generally Specially 

AffirmativOy Negativey Interrogative^ OptativCy Injinitive^ zn. which 
are ufefull; and leaft of all, of Entity^ Intentionality^ ^idditjy and 
Other infignificant words of the'School. 

But all this language gotten, and augmented by Adam and his po- 
fterity, was again loft at the tower of Babely when by the hand of 
Cod,Tvery man was ftficken for his rebellion, with an oblivion of 
'his former language. And being hereby forced to dilperfe them- 
•fdvesinto feverall parts of the world, it muft needs be,- that the di- 
verfity of Tongues that now is, proceeded by degrees from them, in 
fuch manner, as need (the mother of all inventions) taught them 5 

f of every where more copious. 
Speed! ■ generall ufe of Speech, is to transferre our Mentall Dif- 

courfe, into Verbal; or the Trayne of our Thoughts, into a Trayne 
of Word$; and that for two commodities; whereof one is, the Re- 

gifiring 
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giftring of the Confeqxiences of our Thoughts *, which being apt to 
flip outof our memory, and put us to a new labour, may again be 
recalled,'byfuch words as they were marked by.. So that the firfl: 
ufe of names, is to ferve ^ov Mark es^ or Notes of remembrance. Ano¬ 
ther is, when many ufe the fame words, to fignifie (by their .con-* 
nexion and order,) one to another, what they conceive, or think of 
each matter *, and alfo what they defire, feare, or have any other paf* 
fionfor. And for this ufe they are called Signes. Speciall ufes of 
Speech are thefe ^ Birft, to Regifter, what by cogitation, wee. find to 
be the caufe of any thing, preient or paft •, and what we find things 
preient or paft may produce, or effedt: which in fumme, is acquiring 
of Arts. Secondly, to fliew to others that knowledge which we have 
attained *, which is, to Counfell, and Teach one another. Thirdly, 
to make known to others our wills, and purpofes, that we may have 
the mutuall help of one another. Fourthly, to pleafe and delight 
our felves, and others, by playing with our words, for pleafure or 
ornament, innocently. 

To thefe Ufes, there are alfo foure correfpondent Abufes. Firft, Ahlfes of 

when men regifter their thoughts wrong, by the inconftancy of the 
fignification of their words •, by which they regifter for their concep-, 
tions, that which they never conceived ^ and To deceive themfelves. 
Secondly, when they ufe words metaphorically ^ that is, in other 
fenfe than that they are ordained for *, and thereby deceive others. 
Thirdly, when by words they declare that to be their will, which is 
not. Fourthly, when they ufe them to grieve one another; for feeing 
nature hath armed living creatures, fome with teeth, fome with 
horns, and fome with hands, to grieve an enemy, it is but an abufe of 
Speech, to grieve him with the tongue, unlefle it be one whom wee 
^re obliged to govern ^ and then it is not to grieve, but to corred and 
amend. 

The manner how Speech ferveth to the remesabrance of the con- 
fequence of caufes and effeds, confifteth in the impofing of Names 
and the of them, 

' Of Names, fome are Proper fSiVia Angular to one onely thing •, as Pe- Names Pre^ 
lohn^ Thisman^ this Tree: and fome are Common to many things *, P^^ & Com-^ 

as /forp, Tm; every of which though but one Name, is 
verthelefs the name of divers particular things ^ in refped: of all 
which together, it is called an there being nothing in the Univerfall. 

world Univerfall but Names for the things named, are every one of 
them Individual! and Singular. 
_ One Univerfall name is impofed on many things.,for their fimilitude 
in fome quality,or other accident: And wheras a Proper Name bring- 
eth to mind one thing onely^Univerfals recall any one of thofe many. 

Andof Names Univerfall, fome are of more, and fome of lelfe 
extent •, the larger comprehending the lefle large : and fome again of 
equall extent, comprehending each other reciprocally. As for ex¬ 
ample, the Name Body is of larger fignification than the word Man^ 
and comprehendeth itand the names Man and Rationally are of 
equall extent, comprehending mutually one another. But here wee 

C 2 muft 
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muft take notice, that by a Name is not alwayes undcrftood, as in 
Grammar, one onely Word 5 but fometimes by circumlocution ma¬ 
ny words together. For all thefe words, Hee that m his aHions oh* 
ferveththeLmesof his Country ^makc hut one. Name, equivalent td 
this one word, 

By this impofition of Names, fome of larger^ fdme of ftri(5ter fig- 
nification, we turn the reckoning of the confequences of things ima- g'ned in the mind, into a reckoning of the confequences of Appel- 

tions. For example, a man that hath no ufe of Speech at all, (fuch, 
as is born and remains perfedly deafe and dumb,) if he fet before 
his eyes a triangle, and by it two right angles, (fuch as are the cor¬ 
ners of a fquare figure,) he may by meditation compare and findj 
that the three angles of that triangle, are equall to tnofe two right 
angles that ftand by it; But if another triangle be ihewn him diffe¬ 
rent in fiiape from the former, he cannot know without a new labour, 
whether the three angles Of that affo be equall to the fame. But hs 
that hath the ufe of words,-when he obferves, that fuch equality was 
confcquent, not to the length of the fides, nor to any other particu¬ 
lar thing in his triangle i but onely to this^' that the fides were 
ilraight, and the angles three •, and that that was all, for which he 
named it a Triangle 4 will boldly conclude Univerfally, that fuch 
equality ofangles is in all triangles whatfoever 5 and regifter his in-^' 
Vention in thefe generall termes, triangle hath its three angkt 
equall to two right anglesi Andtliusthe confequenee found in one 
particular, comes to be regiftred and remembred, as an Unitrerfall 
ruleand difeharges our mentall reckoning, of time and place j and 
delivers us from all labour of the mind, laving the firff 5 and makes 
that which was found true here^ and now^ to be true in alt tunes and 
flaces. 

But the ufe of words in regiftring our thoughts, is in nothing lb 
evident as in Numbring. Anaturallfoole that could never learn by 
heart the order of numerall words, as one^ tm^ and three^ may ob- 
ferve every ftroak of the Clock, and nod to it, or fay one, one, one; 
but can newer know what houre it ftrikes. And it feems, there was a 
time whenthofenames of number were not in ufe*, and men were 
fayn to apply their fingers of one or both hands, to thofe things they 
defired to keep account of j and that thence it proceeded, that now our 
numerall words are butten, in any Nation, andinfome.but five, and 
then they begin again. And he that can tell ten, if he recite them out 
of order, v/ill lofe himfelfe, and not know when he has done : Much 
kfle will he be able to adde, and fubftrad, and performe all other- 
operations of Arithmetique. So that without words, there is no pof* 
fibility of reckoning of Numbers*, much Icfle of Magnitudes, of 
Swiftnefle, of Force,7and other things, the reckonings whereof are 
neceffary to thebeing, or well-being of man-kind/ 

When two Naraes are joyned together into a Coifequcnce,or Af¬ 
firmation 5 as thus,^ man is a living ereature j or thj&^tf he be a man^ 
he is a living creature^ If the later name Living creature, fignifie all 
that the former name Man fignifieth, then the affirmation, or confe- 

quence 
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qucncc Is true othemiCc falfe. For True and Falfe are attributes of 
Speech, not of Things. And where Speech is nor, there is neither 
Truth nor Palfhooi/, Errour there may be, as when wee exped that 
which iliall not be •, or iiifpcd what has not been; but in neither cafe 
ican a man be charged with Untruth. 

Seeing then that tz-ttfijconfifteth in the right ordering of names in Neceffityof 
our affirmations, a man that feeketh precife truths had need to remem- Defimttom. 
ber what every name he ufesftands for ^ and to place it accordingly 5 
oreife he will find himfelfe entangled in words, as a bird in lime- 
twiggs^themoreheftruggles,the morebelimed. And therefore in 
Geometry, (which is the onely Science that it hath pleafed God hi¬ 
therto to beftow on mankind,) men begin at fettling the fignifications 
of their words •, which fettling of fignifications, drey call Dejtmti' 
ons; and place them in the beginning of their reckoning. 

By this it appears how nccefiary it is for any man that afpires to true 
Knowledge, to examine the Definitions of former Authors 5 and ei¬ 
ther to corred them, where they are negligently fet down*, or to 
make them himfelfe. For the errours of Definitions multiply them- 
felves, according as the reckoning proceeds *, and lead men into ab- 
furdittes, which at lafi: they fee, but cannot avoyd, without reckoning 
anew from the beginning ‘in which lyes the foundation, of their er¬ 
rours. From whence it happens, that they which truB to books, do as' 
they that cafi: up many little fumms into a greater, without confider- 
ing whether thofe little fummes were rightly caft up or not. and at 
laft finding the errour vifible, and not tiiiftrufting their firfi: grounds, 
know not which way to cleere themfelvcs j but ipend time in flutter¬ 
ing over their bookes ^ as birds that entring by the chimney, and fin¬ 
ding themfelvcs inclofcd in a chamber, flutter at the falfe light of a 
glaife window, for want of wittoconfidcr which way they came in. 
$0 that in the right Definition of Names, lyes the firfl ufe ofSpeech; 
which is the Acquifition of Science: And in wrong, or no Definiti¬ 
ons, lyes the firfl abufe 5 from which proceed all falfe and fenflefle 
Tenets ^ which make thofe men that take their inftrudion from the 
authority of books, arid not from their own meditation, to be as much 
below the condition of ignorant me% as men endued with true Sci¬ 
ence arc above it; For between true Science, and erroneous Do- 
®nes. Ignorance is in the middle; Naturall fenfe and imagination, 
arenotfubjcCf toabfurdity; Nature it felfe cannot erre: and as merl 
abound in copioufnefle of language*, fo they become more wife, or 
more mad than ordinary. Nor isitpoffible without Letters for any 
man to become either excellently wife, or (unlefs his memory be hurt 
by difeafe, or ill cofiftitution of organs ) excellently foolifft. For 1 ’ 
words are wife mens counters^ they do but reckon by them : but they 1 
arc the mony of fooles, that value them by the authority of an Art-^ 
ftotlc^ a CicerOj or a Thomas^ or axiy other DoClor whatfoever, if bur 
a man. 

Suhjecf to Names^ is whatfoever cari enter into. Or be corifidered in SrAieB to 
an account*, and be added one to another to make a fumrne 5 or fubflra- Names 
Cled one from anotdier, and leave a remainderV The Latines called 

Accounts 
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Accountsof mony and accounting, Ratiocmatio : and that 
which we in bills or books of account call Items^ they called Nomim-^ 
that is, Names : and thence it feems to proceed, that they extended the 
word Ratioto the faculty of Reckoning in all other things. The 
G;*eeks have but one word Ao>{, for both and Reafonr, not that 
they thought there was no Speech without Reafon •, but no Reafoning 
without Speech: And the ad of reafoning they called Sjllogifme 5 
which fignifieth fumming up of the confequences of one faying to 
another. And becaufe the fame things may enter into account for di¬ 
vers accidents •, their names are (to fliew that diverfity) diverfly wre- 
fted, and diverfifiedi This diverfity of names may be reduced to 
foure generall heads^ 

Firft, a thing may enter into account for Matter B ody *, as livings 
fenfible^ratiomll^ hot^ cold^ moved^ quiet y with all which names the 

Matter^ ox Body is underftood-, all fuch, being names of 
Matter^ 

Secondly, it may enter info account, or be confidered, for fome ac- 
,' cident or quality, which we conceive to be in it •, as for being moved fox 

being fo long^ for being hot fee *, and then, of the name of the thing it 
felfe,by a little change or wrefting, wee make a name for that acci¬ 
dent, which we confider 5 and for living put into the account life; for 
moved^ motion 5 fox hot., heat -for long., length, and the like : And all 
fuch N ames, are the names of the accidents and properties,, by which 
one Matter,, and Body is diftinguifiied from another. Thefe are cal¬ 
led names Ah^raB.-, Decaufe fevered (not from Matter, bur) from the 
account of Matter. 

Thirdly, we bring into account, the Properties of our own bo¬ 
dies, whereby we make fuch diftinClion: as when any thing is Seen 
by us, we reckon not the thing it felfe •, but the fight^ the Colour., the 
Idea of it in the fancy: and when any thing is heard, wee reckon it 
not ^ but the hearingyOx found rndy, which is our fancy or concepti¬ 
on of it by the Eare: and fuch are names of fancies. 

Fourthly^ we bring into account, confider, and give names, to 
Names themfelves, and to Speeches: For, generall, univerfiall, fpeci- 
all, <!cquivocall, are names of Names. And Affirmation, Interrogation, 
Commandement, Narration, Syllogifme, Sermon, Oration, and many 
other fuch, are names of Speeches. And this is all the variety of 

fife of Names PofitivejWhich are put to mark fomewhat which is in Nature, 
Pofitive.^ or may be feigned by the mind of man, as Bodies that are, or may be 
' conceived to be •, or of bodies, the Properties that are, or may be 

feigned to be ^ or Words and Speech. 
Negative There be alfo other Names, called Negative *, which are notes to 
Names with lignifie that a word is not the name of the thing in queftion 5 as thefe 
their Ffes. ys/oxds Nothing, no man,infinite,indocible, three want foure, and the 

like •, which are neverthelefs of ufe in reckoning, or in correding of 
reckoning and call to mind our paft cogitations, though they be not 
names of any thing •, becaufe they make us refufe to admit of Names 
not rightly ufed. 

Words inftg- other Names, are but infignificant founds •, and thofe of two 
nijicanp, - fortS, 
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forts. One, when they are new, and yet their meaning not explained 
by Definition 5 whereof there have been aboundance coyned by 
Schoole-men, and pufled Philofophers. 

Another, when men make a name of two Names, whofe fit^nifi- 
cations are contradidory and inconfiftent •, as this name, an i?uorpo- 
TB/tll body^ 01 (which is all one ) an incorporeAll fubjlaace^ and a great 
number more;. Fpr wlienlbeyer any affirmation is falfe, the two 
nam« of which it is .compofed, put together and made one, fignifie 
nothing at all. For example, if it be a falfe affirmation to fay a 

isrpund^ tfie word round quadrangle fignifies nothings 
Iwitisameerefound. So Hkewife if it be falfe, to fay that yertue 
•fan be powtied, or bjrOwii up and .down ^ the words In-powred vertue 
Jn-Uornn vmup^ are as abfurd and infignificant,as a round quadrangle^ 
And .therefore youiliall hardly meet with a fenflefie and infignificant 
wotd, that is not made up of fome jLatin or Greek names. A French¬ 
man ieidome hears our Saviour nailed by the name of Parole^ but by 
ihe name of ^?r^ t)fcen^ yet P^erhppxid. Parole differ no more, but that 
one is Latin, the other French. 

When aman upon the hearing of any Speech, hath-thofe thoughts UnderBanl 
whiclirhe wordstof that Speech, and their connexion, were ordained ing. 
and con.ftituted tofigmfie ^ The;n he is faid to iinderftand it: isrWfy- 

being nothing elfe, but conceptioijcaufed by Speech. And 
-therefore ifSpeech be peculiar to man (as for ought I know it is,) 
thenis Underftanding peculiar to him alfo. And therefore of abfurd 
ftnd falfe affirmations, in cafe they be uni verfail, tliwrc can be noUn- 
•derftanding *, though many think they underftand, then, when they 
do but.r,epeat the words foftJy, or con them in their mind. 

What kinds of Speeches fignifie the Appetites, Averfions, and 
paffions^of mans mind •, .and of their ufe and abufe, I fliall fpeak ’ 
when ^baye fpoken of the Paffions. 

The names of fuch things as affe^ us, that is, which pleafe, znd i„confiant 
difpleafe us, becaufe all men be not alike afFe(aed with the fame things mmes, 
nor-theefame man at all times, are in the common difeourfes of men, 
■ofmepnfiant fignification. For feeing all names are impofed to figni- 
ffie.our conceptions 3,and all our affedions are but conceptions •, when 
weoonceiye the fame things differently, we can hardly avoyd diffe- 
renunamingof them. Fqr though the nature of that we conceive, 
ibc.the fame 3 yetthe diyerfity of our reception of it, in refped of 
different conftitutions of body, and prejudices of opinion, gives eve¬ 
ry thing a tindure of our different paffions. And therefore in reafon- 
dng, amanmufl:takeheed of words 5 which befides the fignification 
OLwhat we imagine of their nature, have a fignification alfo of the 
nature, difpofition, and intereft of the fpeaker ^ fuch as are the nam'es 
of Vertucs, and Vices *, For one man calleth mfdome^ what another 
calleth feare ^ and one cruelty^ what another jujtipe -j one prodigality^ 
Whatanother w^^/z^«iWit^-, andone what another ftupidi- 
:<7,&c. And therefore fuch names can never be true grounds of any 
-yatiocination. No more can Metaphors, and Tropes of fpeech : but 
i^hefe are lefs dangerous, becaufe they prqfefs their inconftancy-,which 
:the other do not. 
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' O/* Reason, and S c i en c e. 

Reafi^what 1 Hen a mm Reafofieth^ fieedoes nothing elfe but conceive 
VV afummetotall, frOin Additim of parcels or conceive a 

Remainder, from SubjtraUion of one fumme from ano¬ 
ther .-which (if it be done by Words,) ;is conceiving of the confe- 
quenceof the names of all the parts, to the name of the whole 5 or 
from the names of the whole and one part, to the name of the'other 
part. And though in fome things, ( as in numbers,) befides Adding 
and Subtracting^ men name other operations, as Multiplying and 
Z>/wi/>^^5yettheyarethe fame-,for Multiplication, is but Adding 
together of things equall *, and Divifion, but Sjibftradting of one 
thing, as often as we can. Thefe operations are not incident to Num¬ 
bers onely, but to all manner of things that can be added together, 
and taken one out of another. For as Arithmeticians teach to adde 
and fubftrad in numbers *, fo the Geometricians teach the fame in 
lines ^figures (folid and fuperficiall,) angles^ proportions^ times ^ de¬ 
grees of fwiftneJJ'e^ forcey^povoer^md the like 5 The Logicians teach 
the fame in Confequeuces of words adding together two Names^ to 
make an Affirmation ^ and two Affirmations^ to make a Syllogifme 5 and 
many SyllogifmestomSikt a Vemonflration • and from the fumme, or 
Conclufion of a Syllogifme^ they fhbftradi: one Rropofition^ to finde the 
other. Writers of Politiques, adde together PaBionSj to find mens 
duties; and Lawyers, L awes^ and faBs,to find what is right and wrong 
in the adions of private men. In fumme, in what matter foever there 
is place for addition md fubftraBion ^ there alfo is place for Rea- 
fon 5 and where thefe have no place^ there Reafon has nothing at all 
to do. 

Reafofi defi- which we may define, (that is to fay determine,) what 
that is, which is meant by this word Reafon^ when wee reckon it 
amongft the Faculties of the mind. For R e a s on, in this fenfe, is no^ 
thing but Reckoning (that is. Adding and Subftradfing) of the Con- 
fequences of gencrall names agreed upon, for the marking and figni- 
fying of our thoughts-, I fay marking them, when we reckon by our 
felves ^ and fignifying^ when we demonftrate, or approve our recko¬ 
nings to other men. 

Right Reafon And as in Arithmetique, unpradfifed men muft, and Profeflbrs 
where. themfelves may often errc, and caft up falfe fo alfo in any other fub- 

jed of Reafoning, the ablefi:, moft attentive, and moft pradiled men, 
may deceive themfelves, and inferre falfe Conclufions 5 Not but that 
Reafon it felfe is alwayes Right Reafon, as well as Arithmetiqne is a 
certain and infallible Art: But no one mans Reafon, nor the Reafon 
of any one number of men, makes the certaintie 5 no mare than an 
account is therefore well caft up, becaufe a great many men have una- 
nimoufty approved it. And therforejas when there is acontroverfy in 

.an 
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an account, the parties muft by their own accord, fet up for right 
Reafon, the Realon of fome Arbitrator, or Judge, to whofe fentence 
they will both ftand, or their controverfie muft either come to blowes, 
or be undecided, for want of a right Reafon conftituted by Nature 
fo is it alfo in all debates of what kind foever : And when men that 
think themfelves wifer than all others, clamor and demand right 
Reafon for judge •, yet feek no more, but that things ihould be deter¬ 
mined, by no other mens reafon but their own, it is as intolerable in 
the fociety of men, as.it is in play after ttump is turned, to ufe for 
trump on every occafion, that fuite whereof they have moft in their 
hand. For they do nothing els^ that will have every of their paffions, 
as it comes to bear fway in them, to be taken for right, Reafon, and 
that in their own controverfies: bewraying their fcnt of right Rea¬ 
fon, by the clay m they lay to it. 

The Ufe and End of Reafon, is not the finding of the fumme, and The afe of 
truth of one, or a few confequences, remote from the firft definiti- 
ons, and fettled fignifications of names •, but to begin at thefe •, and 
proceed from one confequence to another. For there can be no cer¬ 
tainty of the laft Conclufion, without a certainty of all thofe Affir¬ 
mations and Negations, on which it was grounded, and inferred. As 
when a mafter of a family, in taking an account, cafteth up the fumms 
of all the bills of expence, into one ftim ^ and not regarding how each ,, 
bill is fummed up, by thofe that give them in account ^ nor what it is 
he payes for •, he advantages himfelf no more, than if he allowed the 
account ill groffe,trufting to every of the accountants skill and hone- 
fty ifoalfoinReafoningof all other things, he that takes up conclu- 
fions on the truft of Authors, and doth not fetch them from the firft 
Items in every Reckoning, ( which are the fignifications of names 
fettled by definitions )5;lofes his labour^ and does not know any 
thing •, but onely beleeveth. ■ 

W hen a man reckons without the ufe of words, which may be done of Error } 
in particular things, (as when upon the fight of any one thing, wee aid Abfur’> 

conjedure what was likely to have preceded, or is likely to , follow 
upon it V) if that which he: thought likely to follow, followes not •, or \ 
that which he thought likely to have preceded it, hath not preceded 
it, this is called Error.•, to which even the moft prudent men are fub- 
jed. But when we Reafon in Words of generall fignifications and 
fall upon a generall inference which is fidfe ^ though it be commonly ■'* 
called Error, it is indeedan A b surdit y, or fenflelle Speech. For 
Error is but a deception, in prefuming that fomewhat is paft, or to 
come-, of which, though it were not paft, or not to come; yet there 
wasno impoffibility difcoverable. But when we make a generall af- 
fertion, unlefte it be a true one, the poffibility of it is unconceivable. 
And words whereby we conceive nothing but the found, are thofe wc 
C2l\\ Abfurd^Injigmjicant^ and Non-feiofe. And therefore if a man 
fhould talk to me 2. round Quadrangleor accidents of Bread in 
Cheefe'j or ImmaUriall Sub^ances ; or of A free SubjeB; A free-will ^ 
or any Free^hwi free from being hindred by oppoficion^ I ffiould not 
fay he were in an Errour; but that his words were without meaning ; 
thatistofay, Abfurd, D I 
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I fiavfe faid before, ( in the fecond x^hapter,) that a Man did cxcell 
all other Animals in this faculty, that when he conceived any thing 
whatfocver, he was apt to enquire the confequenoes o^f it, and whai 
cffci^s he could do with it. And now I adde this other degree of the 
fame excellence, that he can by words reduce the confequenGes he 
findes to generall Rules, called Theoremei^ Or Aphorifmes 5 that is, he 
Can Realon, or reckon, not onely in number 5 but in all other things, 
whereof one may be added unto, or fubftraxaed from another. 

But tliis privedge, is allayed by another' and that is, by the f^ivi- 
ledge of Abfurdity; to which no living creature is fubje^t, but 
manonely. And of men, thofe are of al moft fubje^ to it, that 
profeffe Philofophy, forkis moft true that CicerU fayth of them 
ibmewhere vthat there can be nothing fo abfurd, but may be found in 
the books of Philofophers. And the reafon is manifeft. For there 
is not one of them that begins his ratiocination from the Definitions, 
or Explications of the names they are to ufe 5 which is a method that 
hath been ufed onely in Geometry ♦, whofe Conclufions have there-*' 
by been made indifputable. 

Caufes ofab- T he fir ft caufe of Abfurd Conclufions I aferibe to the want of Me- 
jnr ttte, thod 5 in that they begin not their Ratiocination from Definitions 5 

that iSj from, fettled fignifications of their wcH'ds : as if they could 
caft account, without kno wing the value of the numerall words, 
two^ and three. 

And whereas all bodies enter into account upon divers confidera- 
tions, (which I have mentioned inthe precedent chapter 5) thele con- 
fiderations being diverfiy narned, divers abfurdities proceed from 
the confiifion, and unfit connexion of their names into a|lertionSw 
And therefore 

The fecondcaufe of Abrurd aiTertions, I aferibe to the giving of 
names of bodies ^ to accidents ^ or of accidents^ to bodies 5 As they do, 
that fay. Faith is infitfed^ or infpired s, when nothing can be pmed^ 
ot breathed into any thing, but body 5 and that, txtmfion is body 3 that 
fhantafrttes 2ixcfyirm^c. 

The third I aferibe tothe giving of the names of the Accidem'sc£ 
bodies without to the acetdeMs of <M:t)wri bodies •, as they do that 
fay, the colour is in the body • the found is in the 

The fourth, to the giving of the names bodies^ to nimes^ or 
fpeeches 5 asthey dothat fay, thMthef^ be things univerfall 5 that^ifi- 
vin^ creature is Genus^ ov a ^emrall thin^JSsCt 

The fifth,to the giving of the nam^S of accidents^ to names and 
fpeeches ^ asthey do nature a thing is its definition a 
mans command is his wHl ^ and the like. 

Thefixth,todie ufe of Metaphors, Tropes , and other Rhetoii- 
call figures, in ftead of words proper,^ For though it be lawfiill toity^, 
( for example) in common fpeech, way goeth^ or leadeth hither^ or 
thither^ The V'-roeverb fryes this or that{ whereas wayes cannot gO, not 
Proverbs fpeak 0 yet in reckoning, and feeking of tmth, fiich 
dies are not to be admitted. 

ThcfCventh, tqnames thatfignifie nothing*,but are taken up, and 
learned 

2, 
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learned by rote from the Schooles, as hypo(iatual, tra^frl^ftantidte 
con^abfmtUte ^ eterml'ISTow ^ and the like canting of Schoole- 
men; 

To him that can avoyd thefe things, it is not eafie to fall into any 
abfurdity, unlejGTe it be by the length of an account •, wherein he may 
perhaps forget what went before. For all men by nature reafon alike, 
and well, when they have good principles. For who is fo flupid, as 
both to miftake in Geometry, and alfo to perfift in it, when another 
deteds his error to him r 

By this it appears that Reafon is not as Senfe, and Memory, borne Science,-' 
with us nor gotten by Experience onely, as Prudence is but attay- 
ned by Indiiftry • firft in apt impofing of Names ^ and fecondly by 
getting a good and orderly Method in proceeding from the Elements, 
which are N ames, to AlTertions made by Connexion of one of them 
to another •, and fo to Syllogifmes, which are the Connexions of one 
Alfertion to another, till we come to a knowledge of all the Come- 
quencesof names appertaining to the fubjed in hand 5 and that is it, 
men call Science. And whereas Senfe and Memory are but know¬ 
ledge of Fad, which is a thing paft, and irrevocable - Science is the ^ 
knowledge of Confequences, and dependance of one fad upon ano¬ 
ther : by which, out of that we can prefently do, we knovr how to do 
fomething elfe when we will, or the like, another time : Becaufe when 
we fee how any thing comes about, upon what caufes, and by what 
manner j when the like caufes come into our power, wee fee howto' 
make it produce the like effeds. 
- Children therefore are not endued with R cafon at all, till they have 
attained the ufe of Speech : but are called Reafonable Creatures, for 
the polfibility apparent of having the ufe of Reafon in time to come. 
And the moft part of men, though they have the ufe of Reafoninev 
a little way, as in numbring to fome degree ^yet it ferves them to lit¬ 
tle ufe in common life 5 in which they govern themfelves,fome better, 
fome worfe, according to their differences of experience, quicknelTe 
of memory, and inclinations to feverall ends; but fpecially according 
to good or evill fortune, and the errors of one another. For as for 

or certain rules of their adions, they are fo farre from it, 
that they know not what it is. Geometry they have thought Conju¬ 
ring : But for other Sciences, they who have not been taught the be¬ 
ginnings, and fome progreffe in them, that they may fee how they be 
acquired and generated, are in this point like children, that having no 
thought of generation, are made believe by the women, that their 
brothers and lifters are not born, but found in the garden. 

But yet they that have no Science^ are in better, and nobler conditi¬ 
on with their naturall Prudence than men, that by mif-reafoning, or ? 
by trufting them that reafon wrong, fall upon falfe and abfurd gene- 
rall rules. For ignorance of caufes, and of rules, does not fet men 
fo farre out of their way, as relying on falfe rules, and taking for 
caufes ofwhat they afpivep3thofe that are not fo, but rather caufes 
of the contrary. 

To concludCjThe Light of humane minds is Perfpiciious Words, 
D 2 but 
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but by cxad definitions firft fnufFed, and purged from ambiguity^. 
PeafoM is the^ Encreafe of the *, and the Benefit o£ 
man-kind, the e/id. And on the contrary,Metaphors3and fenflefle and 
ambiguous words, are like igms fatui •, and reafoning upon them^ is 
wandering amongft innumerable abfurdities; and their end, conten- 
temion, and fedition, or contempt. 

prudence & As, much Experience, is Prudence *, fo, is much Science, Sapience. 
Sapience, Por though wec ufiialiy havc one name of Wifedome for them both 5 

yetthe Latines didalwayesdiftinguifh between Prudentia and Sapi- 
ference, ^ afcribiug the former to Experience, the later to Science. But 

to make their cuffercnce appeare more cleerly, let us fuppofe one man 
endued with an excellent naturallufe^ and dexterity in handling Iiis 
armes 5 and another to have added to that dexterity, an acquired 
Science, of where he can offend, or be offended by his adverfarie, in 
every poffible pofture, or guard; The ability of the former, would 
be to the abiUty of the later, as Prudence to Sapience ^ both ufefull 5 
but the later infallible. But they that truftins onely to the authority 
of books, follow the blind blindly, are like him that trufting to the 
falfe rules of a mafter of Fence, ventures prtefumptuoufly upon an 
adverfaiy, that either kills, or difgraces him. 

Sizm 0^ ^ of Science, are fome, certain and irfallible •, feme, un- 
Sceince! Certain. Certain, when he that pretendeth the Science of any thing, 

can teach the fame •, that is to fay, demonftrate the truth thereof per- 
fpicuoufly to another: Uncertain, when onely fome particular events 
anfwer to his pretence, and upon many occafrons prove fo as he fayes 
they muft. Signes of prudence are all uncertain 5 becaufe to obferve 
by experience, and remember all dreumftances that may alter the 
fucceffe, is impoffible. But in any bufineffe, whereof a man has not 
infallible Science to proceed by 5 to forfake his own naturall judge¬ 
ment, and be guided by generall femences read in Authors, and fub- 
ied to many exceptions, isafigne; of folly^ and generally fcorned 
by themame of Pedantry. And even of thofe men themfelves, that 
in Councells of the Common-wealth, love to fliew their i-eading of 
Politiques and Hiflory, very few do it in their domeftique affaires, 
where their particular iotereft is concerned^ having Prudence enough 
for their private affaires .‘but in publique they ftudy more the repu¬ 
tation of their owne wit, than the fucceffc of anothers bu- 
finefie. 

CHAP. YL 


