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PREFACE

This volume originated in a conference on “The Place of Thought
Experiments in Science and Philosophy” which was organized by us
and held at the Center for Philosophy of Science at the University of
Pittsburgh, April 18-20, 1986. The idea behind this conference was to
encourage philosophers and scientists to talk to each other about the
role of thought experiments in their various disciplines.

These papers were either written for the conference, or were written
after it by commentators and other participants. We are grateful to
those who committed themselves, before the conference, to presenting
as yet unwritten papers, and to those who wrote papers for this volume
after the conference was over. We hope that this volume will be of use
to other philosophers and scientists who are interested in thought
experiments, as well as inspire more work in this area.

There are many people who were helpful both in organizing the
conference and preparing the volume. We particularly thank our col-
league Nicholas Rescher, then Director of the Center and now its Vice
Chairman, both for his initial support which made it possible for us to
have the conference, as well as his invaluable help in shepherding this
volume through the press. Barbara Massey helped with the introduc-
tion, Linda Butera with the assistance of Deborah Layne insured that
the conference ran smoothly, and Mary Connor helped bring this volume
together. David Carey, Susan Sterrett, and Martha Harty-Scheiner all
provided editorial assistance. Finally, we would like to express our
appreciation to the R.K. Mellon Foundation for financial support of the
conference as well as of this volume.

Tamara Horowitz & Gerald J. Massey
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
January 1991
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