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The Epiftle to the Reader.

IJhouJd tell thee, that five or fix Friends meeting at my
Chamber , and difcourfing on a Subject very remote from
this, found themfelvcs quickly at a Stand, by the Difficult

ties that rofe on every Side, After we had a whilepuzzled

ourfelves, without coming any nearer a Refohttion of thofe

Doubts which perplexed us, it came into my 'Thoughts, that

we took a wrong Courfe ; and that, before wefet ourfelves

upon Enquiries of that Nature, it was neceffary to examine

our own Abilities, andfee what Objetls our Under/landings

were, or were notfitted to deal with. This I propofed to

the Company, who all readily ajfented ; and thereupon it

was agreed, that this fhould be our firfl Enquiry. Some

hafly, and undigefted 'Thoughts on a Subjecl J had never be-

fore confidcred, which Ifit dozen againjl our next Meet-

ing, gave thefirfi Entrance into this Difcourfe, which ha-

ving been thus begun by Chance, was continued by Intreaty ;

written by incoherent Parcels ; and, after long Intervals of
Neglecl, refiunfd again, as my Humour or Occafions per-

mitted ; andatlaft, in a- Retirement, where an Atten-

dance on my Health gave me Leifure, it was brought into

that Order thou nowfeefi it.

This difcontinued Way of Writing may have occafioned^

befides others, two contrary Faults, viz. that too little

and too much ?nay befiaid in it. If thou findefi any Thing

wanting, Ifhall be glad, that what Ihave writ gives thee

any Defire, that Ifhoidd have gone farther : If it fce?ns

too much to thee, thou mayft blame the Subjecl ; for when I
firfl put Pen to Paper, I thought all Ifhould have to fay
en this Matter, would have been contained in one Sheet of
Paper ; but thefarther I went, the larger Prcfpecl Ihad:
New Difioveries led me fill on, andjo it grew infenjibly to

the Bulk it now appears in. I will not deny, but poffibly it

might be reduced to a narrower Compafs than it is \ and
thatfome Parts of it might be contracted ; the Way it has
been writ in, by Catches, and many long Intervals of In-

terruption, being apt to cavfe. fime Repetitions. But to

confefs the Truth. I ar. mw toe lazy, or too bttfy to make
Vjhorter.
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The Epiftle to the Reader.

felf the Trouble to confider tbemfo far as to know ivbat

he h'wifelf or others precifely mean by them : 1 have

therefore in mofl Places chofe to put determinate or de-

termined, injlead of clear and diftinci;, as more likely

to diretl Men's Thoughts to my Meaning in this Matter,

By thofe Denominations, I mean fome Objecl in the Mind,
and confequently determined, i. e. fuch as it is there feen

and perceived to be. This, I think, may fitly be called

a determinate or determined Idea, wJxnfuch as it is at

any Time objectively in the Mind, and fo determined

there, it is annexed, and without Variation determined

to a Name or articulate Sound, which is to be fleddily the

Sign of that veryfame Objeft of the Mind, or determinate

Idea.

To explain this a little more particularly. By determi-

nate, when applied to a fimpie Idea, Imeanthatfimple

Appearance which the Mind has in its View, or perceives

in itfelf, when that Idea is faid to be in it : By deter-

minate, when applied to a complex Idea, / mean fuch

an one as conftjh of a determinate Number of certainfimple

Griefs complex Ideas, join'din fuch a Proportion and Si-

tuation, as the Mind has before its View, andfees in it

felfwhen that Idea isprefent in it, or Jhould be prefent in

it, when a Alangives a Name to it : Ifay fhould be ; be-

caufe it is not every one, nor perhaps any one, who is fo

careful of his Language, as to ufe no Word, till he views

in his Mind theprecife determined Idea, which he refolvcs

to make it the Sign of. The Want of this, is the Caufe of
no fmall Obfcurity and Confufwn in Men's Thoughts and

Difcourfes.

I know there are not Words enough in any Language,

to anfwer all the Variety of Ideas that enter into Men's

Difcourfes and Reafonings. But this hinders not , but

that when any one ufes any Term, he may have in his

Mind a determined Idea, which he makes it the Sign of,

and to which he Jhould keep it fleddily annex'd, during

that prefent Difcourfe. Where he does not, or cannot d§

this,
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Infinity. 17 i

§. 7. Though our Idea of Infinity anie fiom

the Contemplation of Quantity, and the endlefs
Difer^ce be-

Increafe the Mind is able to make in Quantity, *™ l"finU\
,.,,.. r . >•, .

J ' of crpacf, ana
by the repeated Additions of what Portions §'

Infinite.

thereof it pleales ;
yet I guefs we caufe great

Confufion in our Thoughts, when we join Infinity to any fup-

pofed Idea of Quantity the Mind can be thought to have, and

fo difcourfe or reafon about an infinite Quantity, (viz.) an in-

finite Space, or a.n infinite Duration : For our Idea of Infinity

being, as I think, an endlefs growing Idea, but tne Idea of any

Quantity the Mind has, being at that Time terminated in that

Idea, (for be it as great as it will, it can be no greater than it

is) to join Infinity to it, is to adjufl a (landing Meafure to a

growing Bulk ; and therefore I think it is not an infignificant

Subtilty, if I Liy, that we are carefully to diftinguifh between the

Idea of the Infinity of Space, and the Idea of a Space infinite :

The firft is nothing but a fuppofed endlefs Progreffion of the

Mind, over what repeated Ideas of Space it pleales; but to have

actually in the Mind the Idea of a Space infinite, is to fuppofe

the Mind already pa fled over, and actually to have a View ofall

thofe repeated Ideas of Space, which an endlefs Repetition can

never totally reprefent to it : Which carries in it a plain Con-
tradiction.

§. 8. This, perhaps, will be a little plainer, Wehave m
if we confider it in Numbers. The Infinity of lfci finfinite
Numbers, to the End of whofe Addition every Space.

one perceives there is no Approach, eafily appears

to any one that reflects on it : But how clear foever this Idea

of the Infinity of Number be, there is nothing yet more evi-

dent, than the abfurdity of the actual Idea of an infinite Num-
ber. Whatfoever pofitive Ideas we have in our Minds of any
Space, Duration, or Number, let them be ever fo great, they

are ftill finite; but when we fuppofe an inexhaultible Re-
mainder, from which we remove all Bound?, and wherein we
allow the Mind an endiefs Progreifion of Thoughts, without
ever cempleating the Idea, there we have our Idea of Infinity ;

which though it feems to be pretty clear, when we confider

nothing elfe in it but the Negation of an End, yet when we
would Irame in our Minds the Idea of an . infinite Space or

Duration, that Idea is very obfeure, and confufed, becaufe it

is made up of two Parts, very different, if not inconfiftent.

For let a Man frame in his Mind an Idea of any Space or

Number, as great as he will ; 'tis plain, the Mind re& and

terminate ui that Idea> which is contrary to the Idea f'Infi-

nity
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