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Theory of Confirmation 
in Carnap’s “Testability and Meaning.” 
 

First sense of confirmation: 
p. 434 
 
 
Confirm sentences à deductive consequences also confirmed 
 
 

 
 
Remark: This is a weak sense of confirmation. If observation sentences are confirmed, then all 
we can secure by this means is confirmation of the deductive consequences of the 
observations. 
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Second sense of confirmation: 
pp. 434-45 
 
 
Sentence confirmed by confirmation of its deductive consequences. 
If consequences independent, more confirmed consequences strengthens confirmation. 
 
 

 

 
 
Remark: This is a version of bare hypothetico-deductive confirmation. In this bare form, it is 
almost universally regarded as too permissive. There are very many proposals for how to repair 
it. 


