Department of Linguistics
University of Pittsburgh

LING 1267: Aspects of Sociolinguistics

Instructor: 
Dr. Scott Kiesling

Office: CL 2822

Phone: 624-5916

Email: kiesling@pitt.edu

Web: www.pitt.edu/~kiesling
CourseInfo: http://courseweb.pitt.edu
Office hours: MW 12:30-2pm or by appointment

Meetings: 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday  10-10:50am

January 7 to April 19, 2002

Room: CL 335

Description

What kind of linguistic choices do people make, and why do they make the choices they do? In this course, we will investigate the social basis of language, and the linguistic basis of social life: what happens when languages come into contact, how dialects form, how and why language changes, and how and why different social groups (age, gender, ethnicity, class) speak differently. We will also consider how people manage to carry on fluent, competent conversations, and how they convey their social relationships with their interlocutors in those conversations. Finally, we will explore how our knowledge of these issues is put to practical use.

Texts

Primary text: Wardhaugh, Ronald. 1998. An Introduction to Sociolinguistics. Third Edition. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishers.

Some extra readings on Hillman reserve and in the Linguistics Department Student Lounge, 2832 CL.

Requirements

Class participation

We will have a healthy mix of lecture and discussion in this class, and lectures will be participatory. The written assignments will be very similar to the in-class work, so these discussions will help you prepare. You will receive a grade for class participation, which will be worth 20% of your total grade. Attendance is required. Documented excuses (i.e. I need a note) will be accepted for illness or injury, or the death or severe illness of a close friend or family member.

Exercises
Written exercises will be due once or twice per week, and are due by 8:30am on the day listed. They will be graded on a 10-point scale, and may be revised and turned in for an increased grade up to one week after the original due date. The average of your grades for exercises is 30% of your final grade.

Major Assignments

You will have three major assignments to turn in. These are mini-papers which ask you to analyze some data by using the concepts we have learned, and by referring to examples discussed in class. Each assignment will be slightly different, and I will distribute specific requirements for the assignments several weeks before they are due. The average of your grades for major assignments is 30% of your final grade.


Special topic team research paper and presentation

As part of a team, you will research and present (in written and oral form) the important facts and debates in a specialized case study in sociolinguistics. You will also be required to apply some of your knowledge to gathering some data about this subject, if possible. Some possible topics include: the Ebonics controversy, the bilingual education debate, the official English controversy, feminist language planning, or a case study of language planning in a particular country. This paper is worth 20% of your grade.

Calendar
This is subject to mid-semester correction.

	Date
	Topic
	Reading/Assignment Due

	
	
	

	7 Jan
	Introduction
	

	9 Jan
	Short introduction to linguistics
	Wardhaugh Ch. 1

Exercise

	11 Jan
	Short Introduction to social theory
	Exercise

	
	
	

	14 Jan
	Address terms and social meaning in language
	Wardhaugh Ch. 11
Exercise 

	16 Jan
	
	

	18 Jan
	
	

	
	
	

	21 Jan
	NO CLASS
	

	23 Jan
	The mechanics of discourse:
	Assignment 1 data due

	25 Jan
	Acts, moves, and turns
	Wardhaugh pp. 280-293

Exercise

	
	
	

	28 Jan
	
	Wardhaugh pp. 294-304
Exercise

	30 Jan
	
	

	1 Feb 
	Analyzing discourse context: Frames, speech activities, and culture
	Assignment 1 due

	
	
	

	4  Feb
	
	Wardhaugh Ch. 10

Exercise

	6  Feb
	
	

	8  Feb
	
	Exercise

	
	
	

	11  Feb
	Analyzing strategies: footings, stances, and politeness
	Wardhaugh pp. 272-278 (review)

	13  Feb
	
	Exercise

	15  Feb
	
	Exercise

	
	
	

	18  Feb
	Multiligualism and code switching
	Assignment 2 Due

	20  Feb
	
	Wardhaugh pp. 86-99

Exercise

	22  Feb
	
	Wardhaugh pp. 99-115

Exercise

	
	
	

	25  Feb
	
	Exercise

	27  Feb
	Vareties and variation
	Wardhaugh Chapter 2, 
pp. 130-136

Exercise

	1 March
	
	Assignment 3 data due

	
	
	

	3-10 March
	SPRING BREAK
	

	
	
	

	11 March
	Variation and change 
	Wardhaugh Ch. 5

Exercise

	13 March
	
	Wardhaugh Ch. 6

Exercise

	15 March
	
	

	
	
	

	18 March
	
	Wardhaugh Ch. 7

Exercise

	20 March
	
	

	22 March
	
	Wardhaugh Ch. 8

Exercise

	
	
	

	25 March
	Gender
	Assignment 3 due

	27 March
	
	Wardhaugh Ch. 13

Exercise

	29 March
	
	

	
	
	

	1 April
	
	

	3 April
	Style shifting
	Exercise

	5 April
	
	

	
	
	

	8 April
	Presentations
	

	10 April
	Presentations
	

	12 April
	NO CLASS
	

	
	
	

	15 April
	NO CLASS
	

	17 April
	Presentations
	

	19 April
	Conclusions
	Final Papers Due


