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Objectives

When you complete this course, it is my goal that you will:

· have basic understanding of the major issues in language and gender research 

· be familiar with the most important research in this field

· have the knowledge and skills to read and evaluate research in language and gender 

· be able to successfully pose a research question, and design and carry out research that attempts to answer the question. 

Both sides of the field - the gender and the language sides - will be equally emphasized throughout the course. I will encourage you to apply this knowledge to your real-world experience, and to social relationships in the larger society. Mostly, I hope that, at the end of the semester, you will see the world -- and your place in it -- differently!

Textbooks

Required: Graddol, David and Joan Swann. 1990. Gender Voices. Malden, MA: Blackwell

Optional: Coates, Jennifer (ed). 1998. Language and Gender: A Reader. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishers.

We will also read some short selections from other books or unpublished manuscripts which will be on reserve in Hillman. Copies will also be available in the Linguistics Department student lounge, which you may read in the lounge or borrow for a while to copy. 

Course structure and requirements

About teaching and learning

I view my role of teacher as a leader -- a guide to your discovery. I believe I can be nothing more than this, but promise to do my best, and hope that you will give the same. You are the ones who do the learning; I just facilitate that and maybe goad you on a bit. Knowledge, especially when language and gender are involved, is not a matter of my opening my brain and letting what little knowledge it contains trickle out into yours. It is a matter of practice and active engagement with the scholarship in the field. The course is organized around these principles.

Participation/Attendance

You must attend and participate in this class to do well. It is formally 10% of your grade, but it also forms the basis of all other assessment (especially exercises). Plan to come to class every day, as you would a job. By participation, I mean not just speaking in class but being a good class citizen -- so if you speak too much, that will be held against you. I will call on students from time to time (based on a randomized list, and I'll keep track of who I've called on!).

Weekly Reading

There is reading due every week. Readings in parentheses are optional for undergraduates and required for graduate students. You must do the readings in order to be able to do everything else.

Exercises

30% of your grade. These are (approximately) weekly assignments that will largely be done in class.

Assignments

30% of your grade. There are two large assignments for this class. Both require you to gather data yourself, and analyze them. Data for each assignment are due separately from the final assignment due date. For Assignment 1, the data are due September 20 and the assignment is due October 7. For Assignment 2, the data are due October 28, and the assignment is due November 8.

Final project

30% of your grade. I will distribute more specific information on this requirement later in the semester. Briefly, I want you to investigate a specific question in language and gender. You will need to collect some kind of data or analyze some discourse or text. The exercises are meant, in part, as seeds for final projects; you might collect more data or ask a slightly different question than one of the assignments. Topics need to be cleared by me by November 1, and you should have your data collected by November 27. I would like to present your preliminary data to the class on the last two days of the term. The project is due December 10.

Group work

We will do a substantial amount of learning in groups. Groups provide a number of advantages from a learning standpoint. First, they mean less lecturing, which is only of limited use in terms of actually getting someone to learn something. Research suggests that an active engagement in problem-solving is a much better a approach. In addition, they allow you to discover answers to questions with the help of your peers, who may be better able to understand the problems you are having with the materials. Finally, it allows for more participation in class than a whole class discussion, both because of time constraints and because class discussions are often dominated by a few people. What this means is that your participation is not just a part of your grade, but it is part of everyone's learning process. So if you do not come to class, or participate fully in group discussions, then you are hurting your fellow students. 

Graduate/Undergraduate split

You should all be aware that this is a combined graduate/undergraduate course. This means that some people (graduate students) will do more work and/or have more responsibility than others. The exact distribution of such differences will depend on the ratio of graduate to undergraduate. The combination will require all of us to make some adjustments. Undergraduates will need to realize that graduate students may expect more of their fellow students, especially when it comes to group work, than in many undergraduate classes. And graduate students will need to take more of a teaching and facilitating role, being careful not to dominate discussions and questions.

Calendar

GS= Graddol and Swann; articles in italics are in Coates; articles in (parentheses) are for graduate students.

	Mtg
	Date
	Topic
	Reading

	
	
	
	

	1
	26 Aug
	Introduction
	

	2
	28 Aug
	What is gender?
	Connell 2002

	3
	30 Aug
	
	

	
	
	
	

	4
	2 Sep
	NO CLASS
	

	5
	4 Sep
	What is language?
	

	6
	6 Sep
	
	Exercise 1 due

	
	
	
	

	7
	9 Sep
	Gender in Words and Grammar
	GS Ch. 5 (Lakoff)

	8
	11 Sep
	
	

	9
	13 Sep
	
	

	
	
	
	

	10
	16 Sep
	
	

	11
	18 Sep
	
	Exercise 2 due

	12
	20 Sep
	NO CLASS
	

	
	
	
	

	13
	23 Sep
	Pitch and Intonation
	GS Ch.2, (Henton)

Assignment 1 Data Due

	14
	25 Sep
	
	

	15
	27 Sep
	
	

	
	
	
	

	16
	30 Sep
	
	Exercise 3 due

	17
	2 Oct
	Patterns of use I: variation
	GS Ch. 3 (Trudgill, Cheshire, Eckert)

	18
	4 Oct
	
	

	
	
	
	

	19
	7 Oct
	
	Assignment 1 Due

	20
	9 Oct
	
	

	21
	11 Oct
	
	(Gal)

	
	
	
	

	22
	14 Oct
	
	

	23
	16 Oct
	
	Exercise 4 due

	24
	18 Oct
	NO CLASS
	

	
	
	
	

	25
	21 Oct
	Patterns of use II: Interaction
	GS Ch. 4 (Goodwin, Holmes)

	26
	23 Oct
	
	

	27
	25 Oct
	
	

	
	
	
	

	28
	28 Oct
	
	Assignment 2 Data Due

	29
	30 Oct
	
	

	30
	1 Nov
	
	Exercise 5 due

Final Paper Topics Due

	
	
	
	


	31
	4 Nov
	Competing explanations, competing discourse
	Maltz & Borker, Tannen, Troemmel-Ploetz

	32
	6 Nov
	
	

	33
	8 Nov
	'Queer Linguistics' and Sexuality
	Podesva et al. (Hall & O'Donovan)

Assignment 2 Due

	
	
	
	

	34
	11 Nov
	
	

	35
	13 Nov
	
	

	36
	15 Nov
	
	Exercise 6 due

	
	
	
	

	37
	18 Nov
	Language and Gender Socialization
	Ochs & Taylor, (Cook-Gumperz) 

	38
	20 Nov
	
	

	39
	22 Nov
	Conclusions
	

	
	
	
	

	40
	25 Nov
	Conclusions
	

	41
	27 Nov
	NO CLASS
	

	42
	29 Nov
	NO CLASS
	

	
	
	
	

	43
	2 Dec
	Presentations
	Exercise 7 due

	44
	4 Dec
	Presentations
	

	45
	6 Dec
	Presentations
	

	
	
	
	

	
	10 Dec
	
	FINAL PROJECT DUE
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