
Dr. Helene Lawson




Office Hours: MWF 
2:00 - 3:00

Office:  117B Swarts Hall





TH
1:00-2:30

Phone: 362-7585





other times by appointment

COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course is designed to help you understand the world we live in from a sociological perspective. In order to assist you in developing a social sciences description of phenomena, I will first introduce various philosophical worldviews.  Next, we will examine the methods of research used by sociologists to scientifically explore human societies.  During the course I will acquaint you with basic sociological concepts, vocabulary and theoretical findings.  You will then be expected to analyze human behavior, institutional structure, and social change, from your own perspective.


I hope that through this course, you will gain increased awareness and understanding of social issues and problems as well as your own values, beliefs, and behavior. This knowledge should aid you to make more informed and rational judgments concerning issues in the larger society as well as in your own life situations.

REQUIRED TEXTS

Hughes, Kroehler, and Vander Zanden, SOCIOLOGY:  THE CORE, 6th Edition, New York: McGraw-Hill Publishing, Company, 2001.

Henslin, James M.  DOWN TO EARTH SOCIOLOGY: INTRO READINGS, 12th Edition,

     New York: The Free Press, 2003.
CLASS FORMAT


Sessions will include lectures, discussions, videos, audiotapes, and student presentations.

SCHEDULE OF LECTURE TOPICS AND READINGS

Jan. 5, 7, 9, 12, 14, 16, 21

Introduction



 


What is sociology all about?





Building a sociological perspective/






Defining terms/Hand-outs






THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES/






RESEARCH METHODS






CULTURE/STRUCTURE






Readings:   Hughes: Chapters l, 2







      Henslin:  Sections I, II, III

_______________________________________________________________________________

Jan. 23, 26, 28, 30


SOCIALIZATION THROUGH THE LIFE CYCLE

Feb. 2, 4, 6



WORK AND FAMILY INSTITUTIONS

 




Hughes:  Chapters 3, 8, 9






Henslin:  Section IV, V, and VIII






Films:  "Nurses" & "Building a Business"






PAPER ONE DUE FEBRUARY 6
_______________________________________________________________________________

Feb. 9, 11, 13, 16, 18, 20

INEQUALITY/CLASS-RACE-GENDER






Hughes: Chapters 6, 7, 10



           


Henslin:  Section VII, VIII






Tape of Unemployed Minority Women

_______________________________________________________________________________

Feb. 23, 25, 27



POLITICS/DEVIANCE/WAR

March 1, 3, 5



Henslin: Section VI






Hughes:  Chapters 4-5-8






Films:  "Street Cop"







  "Poison and the Pentagon"






Tape of Gore Vidal - "Security State"






PAPER TWO DUE MARCH 5
_______________________________________________________________________________

March 15, 17, 19


COMMUNITY/THE ENVIRONMENT/SOCIAL CHANGE






Henslin:  Section IX






Hughes:   Chapters 11-12

_______________________________________________________________________________

March 22, 24, 26, 29, 31
April 2,5, 7, 9, 12, 14, 16

PRESENTATIONS
_______________________________________________________________________________

 




RESEARCH PAPERS DUE MARCH 16
_______________________________________________________________________________

 




Final Exam 3:00 – 5:00 p.m.  






WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION

Class Participation - 15% of Grade


Your own experiences and understandings in institutions such as family, work, school, etc. will provide you with real life experience to test against ideas and descriptions in the readings.  In addition, it is important that you raise questions about readings, films, or lectures that you don’t understand.  Sociology isn’t an easy subject and I expect many questions.  Your willingness to ask questions will help me to be a more effective teacher and will help other students who probably are just as confused as you about certain points.


Therefore, class discussions are an important part of the work in this course.  This means it is ESSENTIAL for you to keep up with the readings, attend class regularly, and participate in class discussions.


Classes which meet three days a week require that students do not have more than three unexcused absences to receive an A for participation.  Classes which meet two days a week require that students do not have more than two unexcused absences to receive an A for participation.  Grades will be lowered accordingly for students who have additional unexcused absences.  Therefore, if you arrive late to class, it is your responsibility to make sure I have given you credit for attending class.

Analyses of Empirical Studies - 40% of Grade


You will be asked to submit analyses of two articles.  The analyses will cover sociological problems or questions addressed by the authors, theoretical perspectives, methods of research, focus of readings and conclusions formulated by the authors.  You will also be asked to compare the authors’ conclusions and findings with what your text says about these issues.  Lastly, you will be expected to assess strengths and weaknesses of these studies.  Work sheets on the specifics of these studies will be passed out in class.  The papers will count for 20% each, or 40% of the final grade.

Research Project - 30% of Grade


You are to choose a topic relating to areas covered in class and conduct a miniature research study.  The “how to” of this study will be explained in class.  It will involve a statement of the problem, a review of the literature, a method for collecting data, and analyzation and discussion of the results.  You must confirm your choice of topic with me BEFORE you begin.  You will be expected to share your research with the class in a 15-minute presentation.


This presentation is very important.  It will allow me to critique students’ work-in-progress.  This will help students in writing their final draft.  Students who do not make a presentation, unless specifically excused, will receive a lowered grade for the completed project.


Work on this project should begin early in the semester because of the time needed to complete it.  This project will count for 30% of the final grade.

Final Exam - 15% of Grade


This is an open book exam.  You will be given a short article to read in class and you are expected to analyze it from a sociological perspective using your text and work sheets as you did in previous analyzations.

Make-Up assignments and Exams


Late assignments will be graded down one grade for each day they are late, unless students have made pre-arrangements with me.  There will be NO make-up exams except by pre-arrangement. 
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