The University of Pittsburgh at BradfordPRIVATE 

Department of Sociology

Spring Semester 2004
Sociology 0207:  Racial and Ethnic Groups
Class Time: T TH 6:00 – 7:15 p.m.
Room 108 Swarts Hall

Dr. Helene Lawson





Office Hours:   MWF 2:00 - 3:00

Office:  ll7B Swarts







     TH  l:00 - 2:30

Phone:   362-7585





other times by appointment

Email: Lawson@pitt.edu

COURSE OBJECTIVES



This course will examine relationships among various ethnic groups in America.  It will explore processes and theories of migration, immigration, assimilation and mobility; analyze prejudice, discrimination and inter-group conflict; and focus on social movements and social change.  Special emphasis will be on relationships between social class and race as well as ethnicity. Although the perspective is historical, contemporary data will be used to explore the question of the persisting impact of race and ethnicity.  In fact we will question whether races exist genetically and if the label itself is misleading and has negative impacts.

Many of our students come from rural areas that are homogeneous in background and have not had first hand experience or interactions with persons of different cultural groups.  This course will help to rectify that deficiency.


This course will complement and reinforce other sociology courses, for example, Social Problems, in which some of these topics are dealt with on a superficial level.


The course will also help to foster better interrelations among students of differing ethnic and racial backgrounds on our campus.


Students need to learn about different cultures to better understand the major issues facing America today.  In addition, by examining their own roots and culture, they can gain a sense of dignity and pride in themselves.


Ethnicity is currently a central issue in Sociology departments across the nation.  The theme of a recent American Sociology Association Meeting was "The World of Ethnic Relations."  The A.S.A. argues that:


Race and ethnicity is certainly one of the most important features of American society - both presently and in the past.  Many of the events that we take for granted in the United States are open to empirical and theoretical examination in terms of their occurrence elsewhere and their causes.  For example, most groups experienced a massive shift to a single new language after only a few generations of residence in the United States.  Many of us are descendents - in part or whole - of people whose mother tongue was not English only a few hundred years ago.  This process is radically different from the experience of ethnic groups in many nations of the world.  There are a wide variety of other subjects that would be greatly enhanced by examining their features in this broader context; i.e., residential segregation, prejudice, discrimination, governmental policies, politics, stereotypes, separatist movements, institutional organizations, citizenship laws, immigration policies, economic inequality, cultural pluralism, assimilation, and schooling.

REQUIRED TEXTS

Parrillo, Vincent, N. Strangers to These Shores: Race and Ethnic

     Relations in the United States.  Sixth Edition (2000), New York: 

     Macmillan Publishing   

Helmreich, William B.  The Things They Say Behind Your Back.


New Brunswick:  Transaction Publishers
CLASS FORMAT



Sessions will include lectures, discussions, videos, audiotapes, student presentations and guest lecturers.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION

Class Participation = l5% of Grade


Your own experiences and understandings in institutions such as family, work, school, etc. will provide you with real world experience to test against ideas and descriptions in the readings.

In addition, it is important that you raise questions about readings, films, or lectures that you don't understand.  Sociology isn't an easy subject and I expect many questions.  Your willingness to ask questions will help me to be a more effective teacher and will help other students who probably are just as confused as you are about certain points.


Therefore, class discussions are an important part of the work in this course.  This means it is ESSENTIAL for you to keep up with the readings, attend class regularly, and participate in class discussions.  Participation will count for l5% of the final grade.


Classes which meet three days a week require that students do not have more than three unexcused absences to receive an A for participation.  Classes which meet two days a week require that students do not have more than two unexcused absences to receive an A for participation.  Classes, which meet one day a week, require that students do not have more than one unexcused absence.  Grades will be lowered accordingly for students who have additional unexcused absences.  Therefore, if you arrive late to class, it is your responsibility to make sure I have given you credit for attending class.

Analyses of Empirical Studies - 40% of Grade


You will be asked to submit analyses of two articles.  The analyses will cover sociological problems or questions addressed by the authors, theoretical perspectives, methods of research, focus of readings and conclusions formulated by the authors.  You will also be asked to compare the authors' conclusions and findings with what your text says about these issues.  Lastly, you will be expected to assess strengths and weaknesses of these studies.  Work sheets on the specifics of these papers will be passed out in class.  The papers will count for 20% each, or 40% of the final grade.

Research Project = 30% of Grade


You are to choose a topic relating to the areas covered in class and conduct a miniature research study.  The "how to" of this study will be explained in class.  It will involve a statement of the problem, a review of the literature, a method for collecting data, and analyzation and discussion of the results.  You must confirm your choice of topic with me BEFORE you begin.  You will be expected to share your research with the class in a l5 minute presentation.


This presentation is very important.  It will allow me to critique students' work-in-progress.  This will help students in writing their final draft.  Students who do not make a presentation, unless specifically excused, will receive a lowered grade for the completed project.

Work on this project should begin early in the semester because of the time needed to complete it.  This project will count for 30% of the final grade.

Final Exam = 15% of Grade


This is an open book exam.  You will be asked to analyze an article from a sociological perspective, as you did previously.  The exam will count for l5% of the final grade.

Make Up Assignments and Exams


Late assignments will be graded down one grade for each day they are late, unless students have made pre-arrangements with me.  There will be NO make-up exams except by pre-arrangement.

SCHEDULE OF LECTURE TOPICS AND READINGS
January 6-8-13-15


Introductory/Definitions, Theoretical


 



Perspectives on Minority Groups,






Culture and Structure






Parrillo, Chapters l and 2






Helmreich - Chapters l and ll
_______________________________________________________________________________

January 20-22-27-29


Prejudice and Discrimination






Dominant and Minority Relations






Racial Minorities - African Americans






Parrillo, Chapters 3,4,l0






Helmreich, Chapter 4 and 9






Film:  "Color of Your Skin"






PAPER ONE DUE JANUARY 29
February 3-5-10-12-17-19

Racial Minorities, Native Americans,






Asians and Hispanics 






Parrillo, Chapter 7, 8, 11






Helmreich, Chapters 5 and 6 and 10






Film:  "Native Americans"






Participate in Cultural Festival






Visit Ethnic Restaurants

_______________________________________________________________________________

February 24-26 


European Americans, Northern, Western






Southern, Central and Eastern






Parrillo, Chapters 5 and 6






Helmreich, Chapters 3-7-8






Film - Immigrants






PAPER TWO DUE FEBRUARY 26
_______________________________________________________________________________

March 2-4-16-18-23-25

Religious Minorities






Parrillo, Chapter l2






Helmreich, Chapter 2






Films:  "Amish" "Jewish Humor"

_______________________________________________________________________________

March 30
April 1-6-8-13-15


Presentations
_______________________________________________________________________________

April 15



RESEARCH PAPER DUE APRIL 15
_______________________________________________________________________________

April 22



Final Exam, Thursday, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
_______________________________________________________________________________

