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COURSE OBJECTIVES


This course will utilize the sociological perspective to explore the ways American popular culture portrays women and men. We will explore women and men as objects, sweethearts, victims, husbands, wives, mothers, fathers, and workers.  The course will focus on the change in portrayal of women and men in popular culture and explore alternatives for the future.


One cannot fully examine sex role portrayals without looking at the interaction between the sexes.  Gender-based divisions affect the growth of both women and men.  This course wishes to build a cooperative bridge between women and men so each can better understand the other.

REQUIRED TEXTS

Craig, Steve (ed.).  Men, Masculinity, and the Media CA: Sage Publishing

Cortese, Anthony J.  Provocateur: Images of Women and Minorities in Advertising

Rowman and Littlefield Publishing Inc. New York

CLASS FORMAT

Sessions will include lectures, discussions, videos, audiotapes, student presentations and guest lectures.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION

CLASS PARTICIPATION = 15% OF GRADE

Your own experiences and understandings in institutions such as family, work, school, etc. will provide you with real work experience to test against ideas and descriptions in the readings.  In addition, it is important that you raise questions about readings, films, or lectures that you don’t understand.  Sociology isn’t an easy subject and I expect many questions.  Your willingness to ask questions will help me to be a more effective teacher and will help other students who probably are just as confused as you about certain points.


Therefore, class discussions are an important part of the work in this course.  This means it is ESSENTIAL for you to keep up with the readings, attend class regularly, and participate in class discussions.


Classes which meet three days a week require that students do not have more than three unexcused absences to receive an A for participation.  Classes which meet two days a week require that students do not have more than two unexcused absences to receive an A for participation.  Classes which meet one day a week require that students do not have more than one unexcused absence.  Grades will be lowered accordingly for students who have additional unexcused absences.  Therefore, if you arrive late to class, it is your responsibility to make sure I have given you credit for attending class.

ANALYSES OF EMPIRICAL STUDIES = 40% OF GRADE

 
You will be asked to submit analyses of two articles.  The analyses will cover sociological problems or questions addressed by the authors, theoretical perspectives, methods of research, focus of readings and conclusions formulated by the authors.  You will also be asked to compare the authors’ conclusions and findings with what your text says about these issues.  Lastly, you will be expected to assess strengths and weaknesses of these studies.  Work sheets on the specifics of these studies will be passed out in class.  The papers will count for 20% each, or 40% of the final grade.

RESEARCH PROJECT = 30% OF GRADE


You are to choose a topic relating to areas covered in class and conduct a miniature research study.  The “how to” of this study will be explained in class.  It will involve a statement of the problem, a review of the literature, a method for collecting data, and analyzation and discussion of the results.  You must confirm your choice of topic with me BEFORE you begin.  You will be expected to share your research with the class in a 15-minute presentation.


This presentation is very important.  It will allow me to critique students’ work-in-progress.  This will help students in writing their final draft.  Students who do not make a presentation, unless specifically excused, will receive a lowered grade for the completed project.


Work on this project should begin early in the semester because of the time needed to complete it.  This project will count for 30% of the final grade.

FINAL EXAM = 15% OF GRADE


This is an open book exam.  You will be asked to analyze an article from a sociological perspective, as you did previously.  The exam will count for 15% of the final grade.

MAKE-UP ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMS


 Late assignments will be graded down one grade for each day they are late, unless students have made pre-arrangements with me.  There will be NO make-up exams except by pre-arrangement.  

SCHEDULE OF LECTURE TOPICS AND READINGS

January 6-8-13-15
Introduction/Definitions, Theoretical Perspectives, Gender Media and Consumer Culture


Cortese, Chapter 1 and 6


Craig, Part I


Film:  “Still Killing Us Softly”

January 20-22-27-29
The Body  

February 3-5
Cortese, Chapter 2


Craig, Part 4


Video – “Porn”
PAPER ONE DUE FEBRUARY 5
February 10-12-17-19
Socialization and Sexism


Cortese, Chapter 3


Craig, Part 2


“Disney”
February 24-26
Racism & Violence
March 2-4
Cortese, Chapter 4 & 5


Films:  “Video Games”, “MTV Women”
PAPER TWO DUE MARCH 4
March 16-18
Friends and Family Life


Craig, Part 3

March 23-25-30
Presentations

April 1-6-8-13-15


________________________________________________________________________
RESEARCH PAPER DUE APRIL 15
TUESDAY, FINAL EXAM, APRIL 20
3:00 – 5:00 p.m.
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RESEARCH  PROJECT

1.
The research paper should be at least 10 double-spaced, typewritten pages.

2.
Use outline form.  Each section should be numbered and titled.




Ex.
1.  Statement of the Problem





2.  Review of Literature
  I.
Statement of the Problem

Why are you doing this research?  What sociological question do you want answered?  Narrow the problem down so it can be looked at in the time allotted.  Discuss your choice of problem with me before you begin research to make sure you are on the right track!

 II.
Review of Literature

Read all the sociological literature you can find on the problem.  Use your text and references in it to locate appropriate literature.  Then condense what others have said and discuss their findings.  Make sure to credit theorists with references or footnotes.  Be sure to include a short history of this problem.

III.
Research Method - Content Analysis

How did you do the research?  Describe your sample and how it was chosen.

 IV.
Analysis


This is where you analyze and discuss the data you collected from advertisements, videos, TV, magazines, books, newspapers, etc.  What did you find out from your data?

  V.
Conclusion

How do the findings from your data compare with the findings of other sociologists mentioned in the Review of Literature?  In what ways are they the same?  In what ways do they differ?  Why do you think this is so?  Answer your original question, and if possible, go beyond the question, using theory from your data.

 VI.
Strengths and Weaknesses


What are the strengths and weaknesses of your study?  How could you have made it better?

VII.
Appendix


Attach a list of references - attach your sample, i.e., a Xerox of the content of what you analyzed, if possible.
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