
Sociology 1451: Sociological Analysis
Class Time: MWF 1:00 - 1:50
Room 109 Swarts Hall

Dr. Helene Lawson




Office Hours: MWF  2:00 - 3:00

Office:  ll7B Swarts






T H  l:00 - 2:30

Phone:   362-7585





other times by appointment

Email: lawson@pitt.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION


This course allows the student to put into practice quantitative and qualitative techniques used by sociologists to collect and analyze data.  It is based upon the theory of triangulation that emphasizes the use of multiple analytic techniques.  This course is designated as the upper-level writing course for Sociology majors; students must show writing competency as well as analytical expertise in sociology.


Each student will be required to write a sociological research paper at least 20 pages long.  The paper can be in an area of interest to the student, but the topic must deal with sophisticated issues based on theoretical perspectives such as Symbolic Interaction, Conflict Theory, Idealism, Exchange Theory, Positivism, Phenomenology and so on.  Students with similar research styles and interests may work in small groups and share data, but each student will be responsible for writing his or her own paper.


The prerequisites for this course include: SOC 0101 (Intro.) PSY 0201 or ECON 0204 (Statistical Methods) and SOC 1401 (Research Methods).  It is assumed that students taking this course will be experienced in various data collecting methods and numerical statistical methods.  This course extends students’ previous experience, and focuses on how to analyze and present data in an advanced written format.  Students will choose methods most appropriate for their chosen topics, from the various methods outlined in the texts.


There will be three sets of instructor driven revisions for the writing endeavor in order to foster improvement in the student’s writing.  The grammar, style and form of the paper, including annotated footnotes, references and abstracts, will be based on the Approved American Sociological Association’s requirements for submission of articles to professional journals.  The papers must be word-processed and shall use appropriate multiple analytic techniques such as SPSSX and QSR-NUD*ist to assure a modern technical approach to various types of research.  Students who complete exemplary papers will be encouraged to present at the Penn-York Undergraduate Research Association’s Annual Meeting.

Grades will be based on attendance and class participation (10%), two paper drafts (20% each) and completed paper (50%).  Students must receive a letter grade of at least C- in the course to satisfy the upper-level writing requirement.

REQUIRED TEXTS

For Socialization students only:  
Elkin, Frederick and Handel. 1989 The Child and Society:  The Process of Socialization 5th Edition
Berg, Bruce L. 2004. Qualitative Research Methods. Boston: Pearson Education Inc.
5th Ediction
AUXILIARY TEXTS

Nardi, Peter M. Doing Survey Research:  A Guide to Quantitative Research Methods

SCHEDULE OF LECTURE TOPICS AND READINGS

January 5 thru 16
Getting Started/Designing Research/Ethical Issues

Readings: Chapters 1, 2, 3
January 21 thru 30 
Interviewing

Readings: Chapters 4, 5, 6
February 2 thru 13
Organizing Your Time


The Writing Process


Acknowledging Sources


Readings: Chapters 7, 8, 9
February 16 thru 20
Readings: Chapters 10, 11, 12

FEBRUARY 20-first draft due

February 23 thru March 5
Journals and style

March 15 thru March 26
Polishing Your Paper


MARCH 26-second draft due

March 29 thru April 16
Sharing Work


APRIL 16-final draft due

NO FINAL EXAM
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