July 11, 2006

Press Release

For immediate release 
Event:         InsideOut public dialogue series

Venue:        Women’s Jail Lekgotla Space
Date:           July 24

Time:          18.00 for 18.30

RSVP:        Cheryl Stevens at Constitution Hill or Linda Whittle at Wits Public and Development management 

Tel:             011– 381 3100 / 011 – 717 3614 or   

Email:         cheryl@constitutionhill.org.za or whittle.l@pdm.wits.ac.za
Constitution Hill’s popular InsideOut book series held monthly in partnership with Wits University Press this July discusses polemical debates from Louis A.  Picard’s The State of the State: Institutional Transformation, Capacity and Political Change in South Africa. The book, a first publication in the Wits P&DM Governance series, takes a look at the challenges facing South Africa in terms of the politics of governance. Author Picard is a visiting Research Professor at Wits Graduate School of Public and Development Management.  He is Professor in the Graduate School of Public and International Affairs of the University of Pittsburgh, USA.  Prof. Picard has a long-term relationship with South Africa through his research on institutional development beginning in the 1970s. In the State of the State Picard examines apartheid’s legacy of embedded systems of governance and opens the debate on systems of governance today. A key question is: Is there much to be learnt about the current State from past practice?
The State of the State contrasts apartheid institutional arrangements with those now and focuses on the State’s bureaucratic machinery and engineered socio-economic change: topics include affirmative action, patronage and corruption. What is the nature of change with institutional arrangement that remain locked into bureaucratic procedures/systems?   
Fellow panelists are:

The session is chaired by journalist/raconteur Denis Beckett, popularly associated with Beckett’s Trek who, in the late seventies as maverick publisher, produced Frontline magazine. At the time Frontline was a ‘voice’ of alternative opinions that aimed to promote open/public dialogue on matters which the country’s mainstream media did not tackle. As owner-editor of Frontline Beckett in 1979 suggested that Frontline was a forum to encourage conversations “between black and white, rich and poor” (Frontline Dec. 1972)  
This month’s public dialogue therefore offers a critical perspective on institutional and socio-political arrangements, bureaucracies and documents the socio-economic changes in the country from the late seventies to the present. This series again platforms a topical South African book and engages with the author on issues that affect peoples’ everyday lives constitutionally. The format for the the State of the State discussions is that of a café society dialogue that encourages public participation as well as the growth of a much-neglected public sphere of opinion.

For further information, contact:

Cheryl Stevens

Public Programmes Coordinator

011 381 3100
 

For Marketing enquiries contact Mmabatho Mokwena on mmabatho@constitutionhill.org.za or 011 381 3100









