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the first ever SWE
intramural soccer
team. Teams create
an instant sense of
community. This is
my 4th year in SWE
and this team was
probably one of
my favorite things
I have been a part
of. It can be hard to bond with other members at professional
events and not everyone enjoys outreach with kids, so having
a sports team has been a unique way for members to socialize,
especially across the years from freshman to senior. By the end
of the season, I felt like a really knew the other girls and missed
seeing them every Thursday! Luckily seven of us were able to
grab dinner together after the season to catch up. We were one
of the few all female teams in the league, but I think even the
irony of a “female club” starting a “sports team” is so cool in itself.
Since soccer was so successful, we decided
to create a team for intramural volleyball in the
spring as well!

MENTORSHIP
MOMENTS
By: Rachel Blum

As a change to past mentorship programs, this

year SWE sorted participants into SWE Squads,
groups of mentor-mentee pairings with similar
interests and/or hobbies. The first mentorship
event was a t-shirt tie-dye in which squads got to
know each other while decorating a shirt. During
the scavenger hunt, squads competed to take
pictures of locations on campus based on a set
of clues. Most recently, squads hung out,
colored, and played cards to de-stress during
before finals start. In addition to formally
organized events, the squads have created their
own hangouts such as late-night ice cream trips,
cookie decorating, and squad dinners.
SWE also organized resources and events
specifically for our first-year members. Our SWE
Class of 2023 GroupMe is a grade-wide chat for
our first-year members to ask questions and
connect. The First-Year Ice Cream Social and
SWE Meet-and-Greet gave the freshmen a
chance to socialize with other SWE members.
All in all, it has been great watching our first-year
members find their place here at Pitt and we love
being there to help them every step of the way.

SOCIAL SECTION
By: Melina Hudson

This semester at our SWE socials, we’ve gotten

to hang out with our friends and make some new
ones along the way! To kick off the year we had a
Field Day in Schenley Plaza. We played Kan Jam,
Frisbee, corn-hole, and even a little bit of soccer. It
was a nice way blow off some steam and enjoy the
end of summer weather. A few weeks later, we had
an ice cream and game night social for the
first year and transfer students! We each
made our own ice cream sundaes, and
then formed teams and played
several Minute-to-Win-It games. Once the
fall season officially began, and pumpkin
spice was floating in the air, we took a trip
to Soergel’s Orchard! We took a hay ride,
checked out the produce market, bought
mini pumpkins, and ate some really good
mac and cheese! To round out the
semester, we had our SWE Holiday party
on December 3rd! Thank you to everyone
who has supported our fall semester
socials- we look forward to more socials
in the spring!

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

EXXON PROBLEM
SOLVING EVENT

By: Alyssa Bell

As a Pitt SWE Presenting sponsor this year, Exxon held a

professional development event on September 19th focused on
problem solving. A panel of Pitt Alumni pursuing various career
paths within Exxon shared their experiences and opportunities.
Some chose to stay in Pittsburgh while others accepted international
assignments. One panelist presented tips and strategies he wished
he had known as a Pitt student. Another panelist led members of
Pitt SWE through a theoretical problem that could arise in his job.
Chemical Engineering students in Pitt SWE were able to solve the
problem using knowledge obtained in their pillar curriculum.

LINKEDIN WORKSHOP
By: Sarah Oldenburg

This semester we hosted a LinkedIn workshop with the help of

Lauren Fagan, an engineering specialist at Pitt’s career center.
Lauren presented to students about what items to include on your
LinkedIn profile, useful tools on LinkedIn, and did a live demo.
After learning about the importance of LinkedIn and seeing
example posts and profiles, students were given time to work on
their LinkedIn profiles and ask Lauren about any questions!

EATON DIVERSITY &
INCLUSION EVENT
By: Alyssa Bell

Eaton is one of Pitt SWE’s Presenting sponsors this year.

Eaton provides cutting edge power management technologies
to support the world’s growing needs for electricity. On October
1st, Eaton representatives held a professional development
event with the theme of Diversity and Inclusion. With over
100K employees worldwide, Eaton exemplifies diversity within
their workforce.

RANGE RESOURCES
By: Sarah Oldenburg

Range Resources Corporation is one of Pitt SWE’s general

sponsors this year. Since 1976, Range Resources has been
producing natural gas and NGL in the Appalachian Basin
and Louisiana. The company values sustainability, and uses
innovation, transparency, performance, and integrity to guide
their impact. Range Resources also offers a variety of
internship and full time positions outside Pittsburgh as well
as in Texas.

IQ INC
By: Alyssa Bell

IQ Inc. sponsored Pitt SWE’s first ever SWE++ program this Fall.

IQ Inc provides a wide array of IT services, from Software
Engineering to Software Quality Assurance, making them the
perfect sponsor for the SWE++ program. It was valuable to have
the assistance and expertise of IQ Inc.’s volunteer employees
during the weekly lessons and Code Day. IQ Inc. is also a locally
based company, providing software solutions in Medical Devices,
Energy, Manufacturing, Healthcare, Robotics, Transportation,
and Finance.

FACEBOOK
By: Sarah Oldenburg

Facebook is one of Pitt SWE’s general sponsors this year. As a new sponsor of Pitt SWE, we

are excited to partner with a company that utilizes technology to connect people, bridge
communities, and grow businesses. Facebook values making a difference and is currently
working on artificial intelligence, expanding connectivity, and virtual reality simulations.
Facebook has many internships and full-time roles available to engineers in which they can be
bold and solve the problems that matter to them.

SWE++ & CODE DAY
By: Jessica Sorick

SWE++ was a brand-new program started this

semester where we taught 33 middle school girls
how to code! It was a 10-week program on
Sunday mornings consisting of lessons, projects,
and homework starting in Scratch and moving into
Python. The girls learned about variables, loops,
conditionals, lists, dictionaries, and functions. The
program ended with Code Day where 44 girls got
hands on experience with 3D printing, controlling
robots, handling computer hardware, and making a
basic webpage. A huge shout out goes to our
sponsor, IQ Inc. and our SWE++ Committee –
Elise Harrison (Lesson Plans), Amelia Wear (Code
Day Chair), Kayla Ruslavage (Communications),
Jess Sorick (Logistics), and Emma Alghren (Code
Day Co-Chair) – for making it such a huge success!

OUTSTANDING
OUTREACH

GIRL SCOUT
ENGINEERING DAY
By: Lexi Zito

GSED was an outreach event that allowed Girl

Scouts at Brownie and Junior level to come and
engage in hands-on engineering related activities.
At the event the girls were exposed to different
kinds of engineering as they work towards their
Think Link an Engineer Journey. Activities at the
event included working to create water filters, this
activity taught the girls about environmental
engineering and required the girls to creatively
come up with a way to start with “dirty” water and
end with clean water by developing filters with the
use of resources provided to them. Another
activity involved having the girls build structures
from toothpicks and marshmallows, which taught
them about civil engineering, but an extra level of
difficulty was added as the structures were late
placed on a pan of jello. A volunteer would shake
the pan of jello to simulate an earthquake and it
was tested to see if the girls could build a structure
that not only survived on land, but also survived
during an earthquake. While the girl scouts
participated in three different activity rotations,
parents and troop leaders were also welcomed
and got to ask questions to a panel of engineering
students along with complete their own activity
which required them to develop a machine that
would sort wood beads based of size.

HIGH SCHOOL ENGINEERING DAY
By: Emily Zuris

On October 5, 2019, Pitt SWE hosted 30 students from local high schools for High School

Engineering Day. These students got the opportunity to learn more about engineering through
various activities. This included hearing about engineering opportunities from Mary Zeis, a Pitt
alumnus and board member of Pittsburgh SWE; getting a tour of Benedum Hall; hearing from a
panel of college women in different engineering majors; and participating in a hands-on
engineering activity.

MIDDLE SCHOOL ENGINEERING DAY
By: Anaya Espadas

Pitt SWE held our annual Middle School Engineering Day

on October 12th, and it was a great success! As a chapter,
we reached over 60 students and 50 parents! Students went
around to 4 different engineering activities that all related to
different disciplines. At the Mint Mobiles activity, they learned
about mechanical engineering through designing, building and
testing a toy car made with mint wheels! Students were
exposed to chemical engineering principles at the Red
Cabbage Chemistry activity, where they used red cabbage
juice as a natural pH indicator to predict the pH of various
household items. They learned about civil engineering at the
Egg Towers activity, as they aimed to build the tallest structure
while still supporting an egg. Lastly, the Learning About Lungs
activity provided some insight about bioengineering, as the
students built a plastic bottle model of a lung! Through these
hands-on activities, they were able to better grasp what
engineers do, see how fun engineering can be! In the spring,
we will be holding a similar program called Girls in Engineering
Middle School Day, or GEMS for short! Details will be provided
next semester, and we hope to see you there!

ELEMENTARY ENGINEERING
EXTRAVAGANZA

By: Emily Richard

November 2nd, the day that all STEM superheroes

were called to Benedum Hall! This year’s spring
semester Elementary Engineering Extravaganza
was jam-packed with super STEM activities. The day started
off with a bang as fellow Swanson School of Engineering clubs
participated in an EXPO. From then stuents separated from
the parents and were assigned into superhero specific groups.
Parents attended a parent program hosted by Societal SWE
Outreach member and Pitt alumnus Mary Zies. As the day got
underway students rotated in between four activities. All of the
sessions focused around a superhero who had an
engineering major, a problem for the students to solve, and of
course a superpower. The four activities were Invisible Ink,
Clothes Pin Race Car, Balloon Equilibrium, and Gummy Bear
Structures. Overall the day flew by and problem-solving skills
were strengthened. A special thanks goes to everyone who
participated, volunteered, and helped plan the day. Stay tuned
for another sweet E3 in the spring!

