BAPTISM - The T of Crossing the Red Sea
Exo. 13:5-31: I Cor. ?6:1-4

“PFor I do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, that all our
fathers vere under the cloud, and all passed through the sea,

And all were baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea,

And all ate the same spiritual food,

And all drank the same spiritual drink: for they drank of a
spiritual rock which followed them, and the rock was Christ.”

(I Cor. 10:1-4, Recovery Version)

In I Cor. 10:1-4, Paul indicated clearly that the history of
the children of Israel is a type, a foreshadowing, of the history of
the New Testament believers in Christ. The first history is a type,
and the second is the fulfillment of the type. The crossing of the
Red Sea by the children of Israel is called baptism in I Cor. 10:2.
In order to fully understand the significance of baptism in the New
Testament, it is necessary to see the 0ld Testament picture of the
crossing of the Red Sea, and the events associated with it.

Before discussing the crossing of the Red Sea, let us review
the history of the children of Israel just preceding that crossing.
They were initially in Bgypt, living under the tyranny of Pharoah
(Exo. 1:8-14), This means that they were living in the world under
the tyranny of Satan. God sent Moses (i.e., Christ in typology) to
the children of Israel to deliver them out of Egypt and its bondage
(Exo. 3:10). Pharoah refused to let the children of Israel go out
of Egypt (Exo. 5:2). Then God sent plagues upon the Egyptians (Exo.
7 to 10), which signify the different temporal judgments God has
sent upon the unbelieving world.

In Exodus 12 is the story of the Passover and the last plague
upon the Egyptians. The passover lamb was killed, and its blood was
struck upon the lintel and two side posts of the door of each of the
houses of the Israelites (Exo. 12:21-22). The Passover is Christ,
who was sacrificed for us (I Cor. 5:7). The blood was applied to
the door frame by faith (Heb. 11:28), typifying the application by
faith of the effectiveness of Christ's death to the believers, which
delivers them from God's eternal judgment upon the world.

The children of Israel ate the passover feast, including the
lamb roasted with fire, the unleavened bread, and the bitter herbs
(Exo. 12:8)., The lamb roasted with fire signifies Christ, who took
the penalty of God's judgment of sin for us on the cross. By eating
the flesh of the lamb, the children of Israel received life, and
with it strength, to leave Egypt (cf. John 6:4,51-56). At midnight,
the Lord smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt with death
(Bxo. 12:29), which implies God's final and complete judgment upon
all the Egyptians (Exo. 12:33). God then declared that all of the
firstborn of Israel were His (Exo. 13:2), indicating that all the
Israelites were His people.



The children of Israel immediately began their journey to leave
Egypt (Exo. 12:37-39; 13:20; 14:1-2). The Lord went before them in
a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night to lead the
way (Bxoe. 13:21), signifying the Spirit leading the believers on
their journey out from the world. Pharoah and his army pursued
them, trying to bring them back to slavery (Exo. 14:5-7). However,
the Lord had prepared a salvation for them, and would fight for them
(Exo. 14:13-14).

When the children of Israel had reached the shore of the Red
Sea, and Pharoah's hosts overtock them, the Lord commanded Moses to
1lift up his rod, and stretch his hand over the sea, and to divide it
(Exo. 14:16)., After this, the Red Sea parted, and the children of
Israel went through on dry ground (Exo. 14:22). The Egyptians tried
to follow, but the Lord commanded Moses to stretch his hand over the
sea again, and the waters returned and buried the Egyptians. “Thus
the Lord saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians, and
Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore" (Exo. 14:30).

Let us look at the order of these events, and then ask a few
questions about this history as it relates to baptism. The order of
the events is significant, because they easily could have happened
in a different order, if it were God's intention to show a different
truth than is revealed here. In this history there is a definite,
fixed order of events, and it is full of meaning in relation to the
truth regarding baptism and salvation in the New Testament.

Pirst, the passover lamb was killed. Then the blood was struck
upon the lintel and side posts of the door of the house. Then the
passover feast was eaten. Then God's judgment was executed upon the
Egyptians, but not upon the Israelites, who had struck the blood.
Then the Israelites began tc journey, and Pharoah's hosts pursued.
Finally, the children of Israel passed through the Red Sea, and the
Egyptians were buried in it.

Based on this inspired history, let us examine a few gquestions
regarding the relationship of these events to forgiveness of sins,
the receiving of eternal life, and salvation.

When were the sins of the children of Israel forgiven? The
lamb roasted with fire signifies that Christ has taken upon Himself
the fire of God's judgment upon sin. When the passover lamdb was
killed and roasted, God's judgment upon the sins of the children of
Israel was exhausted upon the lamb, and forgiveness was obtained.
When the children of Israel struck the blood on the door frame and
ate this lamb, they identified themselves with the judgment of sin
which had been accomplished, and the forgiveness of sins was applied
to them. Because this forgiveness was to be obtained and applied by
the children of Israel, God said, "When I see the blood, I will pass
over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when
I smite the land of Egypt" (Exo. 12:13).

When did the children of Israel receive eternal life? First,
when the blood was struck on the lintel and the side posts of the



door, God's judgment could no longer bring death to those in the
house. Then, when they ate the lamb, which typifies Christ, they
received life (eating is receiving - see John 1:12 and John 6).

When were the children of Israel saved? The children of Israel
were saved from many things, but not all at once. They were saved
from sin, from God's judgment, from the tyranny of Pharoah, and from
Egypt itself, Salvation is a process, and is not all experienced in
one moment. The children of Israel were saved from their sins and
the judgment of God before their baptism at the Red Sea. They had
also been freed from Pharoah's tyranny and had begun their journey
te leave Egypt. However, the baptism at the Red Sea was also a
salvation - but from what? It separated the Israelites from Egypt
permanently. It made their salvation from Pharoah's tyranny secure.
There was nothing that could force them to return. In fact, it had
become difficult for them to do so. God saved them out of the hand
of the Egyptians (Exo. 14:30).

S0 it also is with baptism in the New Testament. In itself,
baptism does not accomplish forgiveness of sins, nor does it impart
life. It does not even directly save from Pharoah's tyranny, but
only secures its permanence. Baptism separates the believers in
Christ from the world, and brings them into a new realm, in which
God's eternal purpose may be carried out. It is primarily a change
of position with respect to the world. It is surely a salvation, a
part o od's full salvation revealed in the New Testament.

So what must you do to be saved? "Believe on the Lord Jesus,
and you will be saved" (Acts 16:31). You will be saved from your
sins and from God's judgment, and you will have eternal life. You
will also be freed from Satan's tyranny, but he will still pursue
you to enslave you again. Then, "He who believes and is baptized
shall be saved"™ (Mark 16:16). Wwhen you are baptized, your freedom
from Satan's tyranny becomes secure, and you shall be separated from
the world. You do not need to ever return again to the world. God
has separated you from it, and it would be difficult to return. By
being nourished with God's word, you shall continue to "grow unto
salvation" (I Pet. 2:2)., You will also "be saved in His life" (Rom.
5:10). Christ, our High Priest, "is able to save to the uttermost
those who come forward to God throuch Him" (Heb. 7:25).
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