These are sample conversations between Amanda Harber and several tutees.  AIM usernames have been changed.

September 22, 2004

PittWCtutor (9:21:25 PM): Hey Mandy, this is Amanda from the Writing Center.  I'm not sure if my e-mails to you went through or not.

Mandy456 3 2 9 (9:21:47 PM): Hi, I got both of them. I just replied to your last one

PittWCtutor (9:22:06 PM): Great, let me check.

PittWCtutor (9:22:59 PM): Okay, great that you're available for tonight.  What questions do you have about your paper?

Mandy456 3 2 9 (9:23:20 PM): I just wasn't sure if it was the right format for an issue statement

Mandy456 3 2 9 (9:23:33 PM): I also wanted to make sure I got my point across correctly

PittWCtutor (9:25:12 PM): Hmm.  Okay, as for the format of an issue statement, I'm not entirely sure what that involves.  Do you have an assignment or a book for the class that contains examples or anything like that?

Mandy456 3 2 9 (9:26:03 PM): Well Professor Grace said that we could do it however we wanted but I just wasn't sure if there was a typical format

Mandy456 3 2 9 (9:26:14 PM): or if the one I used was effective?

PittWCtutor (9:26:33 PM): Ahh, okay, I'll look at the effectiveness.

Mandy456 3 2 9 (9:26:55 PM): ok

PittWCtutor (9:28:13 PM): Alright, from what I see it seems that your point is that antidepressents, while useful, also have dangers involved.  You say that you're going to examine these issues, along with genetics, and that your topic is relevant as it relates to our society as a whole including the current day political scene?

Mandy456 3 2 9 (9:28:37 PM): yes

Mandy456 3 2 9 (9:29:17 PM): I guess I'm just nervous about it because she said this should demonstrate our best writing

PittWCtutor (9:30:37 PM): Oh yeah, that's definitely a nervous feeling.  But it's also a key thing that instructors say when they really want you to show off, use language to your best ability, you know?  She wants you to try to really impress her, and, that way once you know that you've definitely tried, you can look at issues that you might want to sharpen or strengthen.

Mandy456 3 2 9 (9:31:05 PM): Well would you say mine does that at all?

Mandy456 3 2 9 (9:31:15 PM): I mean do you see any particular issues with the paper?

PittWCtutor (9:31:26 PM): It looks like you definitely put effort into it and made it your best writing.

PittWCtutor (9:32:17 PM): One thing that I think could help improve the paper is a different, punchier type of organization to really help the reader follow the argument and find his or herself convinced.

Mandy456 3 2 9 (9:34:04 PM): ok, do you have suggestions as to how I should do that?

PittWCtutor (9:36:03 PM): For instance, you have things well divided into paragraphs, but maybe go with something that really interests you, like when you say that you have a hard time with the fact that people go on antidepressents without checking on the side effects.  You can really dig into that, let other things come around it.  That could be an interesting way to tie in your point about societal issues, numbing pain, and things like that.  It sounds like you might want to look in why society thinks it needs antidepressents, and you can focus your structure around that.  You're going to look at genetics, at society, at drug companies, doctors, and people all wanting a quick fix, and you're going to look at what the government has to say, all because you're concerned about the readiness to go on the drugs.  Mentioning your personal ties to it also helps strengthen that part.  Basically, I think your ideas are great, but a new line up would make a stronger wall.

Mandy456 3 2 9 (9:39:01 PM): ok great, well I will have to work on that, but I don't know how much better I can make it before tomorrow

PittWCtutor (9:39:43 PM): Well, writing is defnitely always a process.  You can even just think about what I said, and then maybe when you look at it fresh-faced in the morning you'll think of a different way to organize your strong ideas.

PittWCtutor (9:40:40 PM): And, of course, if you'd like a face to face tutorial, the Writing Center will be open.

Mandy456 3 2 9 (9:41:21 PM): ok but if I am unable to find a way to do that, is it good enough to turn in? When I start the actual project I will definitely have to worry more about the setup

PittWCtutor (9:43:31 PM): Well, I'm not Professor Grace, so I definitely don't know the final answer to that question, but with your writing and suggestions we made, it really comes down to how comfortable you feel with the statement.  I think that you've put down some good ideas and stretched your writing skills.

Mandy456 3 2 9 (9:44:09 PM): Ok well I appreciate your feedback and I may just take you up on the face to face tutorial for my final project. 

PittWCtutor (9:44:26 PM): That'd be great.  Good luck!  

Mandy456 3 2 9 (9:45:00 PM): Thank you!

PittWCtutor (9:45:13 PM): You're welcome.  I'm going to sign off now, so have a good night ;-)

Mandy456 3 2 9 (9:45:19 PM): you too, bye bye

October 30, 2004 

mYst1c27 (1:25:05 PM): hey

mYst1c27 returned at 1:25:05 PM. 

mYst1c27 (1:25:08 PM): I'm sorry I was away

mYst1c27 (1:25:19 PM): yea it'

mYst1c27 (1:25:21 PM): s Hellena

PittWCtutor (1:27:01 PM): Great.  Ready to start?

mYst1c27 (1:27:05 PM): yea

mYst1c27 (1:27:29 PM): did you read the essay?

PittWCtutor (1:27:55 PM): I did.

PittWCtutor (1:28:09 PM): First off, what specific questions do you have?

mYst1c27 (1:28:33 PM): notihng much really.

PittWCtutor (1:29:18 PM): Okay.  The first thing that I think we should address is the use of  the word "which" when you should use "that".

mYst1c27 (1:30:30 PM): lwhere?

PittWCtutor (1:31:14 PM): For instance, in the sentence: "Also, the practice of abortion 

originated hundreds of years ago before its legalization, and there are many ways to do it 

which are not necessarily safe or hygienic" you would actually want to use "that" because 

you're referring to the ways to perform an abortion that are not hygienic.  You'd actually want to use "that".  Which is only used for specific things and people.

mYst1c27 (1:31:52 PM): ok, yeah, I always confuse those

mYst1c27 (1:33:53 PM): what else?

PittWCtutor (1:33:53 PM): Yep, it's pretty common.  Okay, next thing.  I really like 

what you've done with the organization of your paper.  However, I think that the 

sentence "The government should fund abortion because it is a right guaranteed to 

all women, not only those who can afford it" should probably actually be the last sentence of your first paragraph, because it seems to be the meat of your argument.  Ending that first paragraph with that sentence will make a strong impression on the reader.

PittWCtutor (1:37:50 PM): What do you think about that sort of rearranging?

mYst1c27 signed on at 1:39:36 PM. 

mYst1c27 (1:39:41 PM): yea, but I felt that the  whole 'unhygenic' part of abortion is a second top reason why abortion should be funded

mYst1c27 (1:40:07 PM): thats' why I'm not sure about whether to move it elsewhere

PittWCtutor (1:41:20 PM): Hm.  I see your point.  You can leave it there then.

PittWCtutor (1:43:01 PM): Ready to move on from that or still not sure either way?  I think leaving it there will be fine.

mYst1c27 (1:43:04 PM): what about the "regardless" and then the "yet, despite.." in that paragraph/ I just didnt' know how else to change that. I didn't like how it sounded

mYst1c27 (1:43:36 PM): no, I'll leave it there, and move the funding thing to the bottom

PittWCtutor (1:44:27 PM): Okay, cool.  Hm.  I see why you use "Regardless" because you're shifting the focus a little from what people think to what is actual fact, so it is a good word to use in that sense.  Is it just the tone of the word that bothers you?

mYst1c27 (1:45:04 PM): no, not just that sentence, but the sentence after that

mYst1c27 (1:45:16 PM): when u read it out loud, htere's something weird about those transition words

PittWCtutor (1:46:45 PM): Maybe keep the regardless but find something instead of "yet, despite"

PittWCtutor (1:47:04 PM): Maybe "However"?

mYst1c27 (1:47:39 PM): however, despite its legalizatin?

PittWCtutor (1:48:29 PM): and move "its legalization" to the end of the sentence?  So, 

"However, Medicaid does not cover the cost of abortion for those who cannot afford it, 

making it impossible for poor women to get an abortion even if it is legal."

mYst1c27 (1:49:28 PM): hmm...yeah, I guess that'll work

mYst1c27 (1:50:05 PM): ok, that's good

PittWCtutor (1:50:13 PM): Cool.  Ready for the next thing?

mYst1c27 (1:50:16 PM): yes

mYst1c27 (1:50:17 PM): !!

PittWCtutor (1:50:51 PM): Okay, moving on to the sentence "What they fail to recognize is that any sensible woman would avoid an unwanted pregnancy at all costs, and use 

abortion only as a last resort. "

PittWCtutor (1:51:04 PM): Here you have a simple comma error that's very easy to fix.  The first part of your sentence, "What they fail to recognize is that any sensible woman would avoid an unwanted pregnancy at all costs" is a complete thought.  There's an actor and an action.  However, the second half, after the comma, "use abortion only as a last resort" has no actor of its own.  The actor would be "woman".  So, you do not need a comma unless you are combining to complete thoughts with a conjunction.  Make sense? 

mYst1c27 (1:51:55 PM): yeah

mYst1c27 (1:52:12 PM): I think I should acutally make it two sentences

PittWCtutor (1:52:12 PM): Cool, questions or move on?

PittWCtutor (1:52:21 PM): I think that's a good idea.

PittWCtutor (1:52:31 PM): How would you phrase that?

mYst1c27 (1:53:08 PM): Women use abortion only as a last resort.

mYst1c27 (1:53:19 PM): but that's kinda repetitive, with the "women"

PittWCtutor (1:53:43 PM): Hm.  Yeah.  I wonder how else you could say that to avoid being repetitive.

PittWCtutor (1:55:03 PM): You could actually add emphases to the sentence instead, by saying something like, "In reality, women use abortion only as a last resort."

PittWCtutor (1:55:17 PM): Or "In fact" something with a little punch.

mYst1c27 (1:56:07 PM): yeah, that works

PittWCtutor (1:56:33 PM): Great.  Questions or time to move on?

mYst1c27 (1:56:36 PM): ok, next :-)

PittWCtutor (1:57:29 PM): This next bit is a little sticky. You don't have that many grammar errors, so I thought we'd look at your sentence phrasing style in this sentence:  

"This is because under the current administration, schools are not allowed to teach anything but abstinence. "

PittWCtutor (1:57:56 PM): The prepositional phrase "under the current administration" sort of lurks in the middle of your sentence.  You could leave it there by placing commas 

correctly, but it might actually flow better if you said, "This is because schools are not 

allowed to teach anything but abstinence under the current administration."  By 

phrasing your sentence this way, you will help the reader by both putting your subject 

and verb closer to the beginning of the sentence, and linking current administration 

to "the Bush regime" in your next sentence.  What do you think?

mYst1c27 (1:58:42 PM): yea, htat's a good idea

mYst1c27 (1:59:58 PM): but then when you read that, and the sentence afterwards, it is, again, pretty repetitive

PittWCtutor (2:00:45 PM): It is, sort of, but you also cannot rely on your readers to be able to follow the argument as easily as you can.  That's why it can be helpful to do something like that, linking the two ideas.  It may seem more obvious to you than to other people.

mYst1c27 (2:02:03 PM): yeah, ok

PittWCtutor (2:03:11 PM): Repetition also drills things into a reader's head, and that is a 

powerful tool when your paper is an argumentative one.

mYst1c27 (2:03:37 PM): true

PittWCtutor (2:04:05 PM): Questions or time to move on?

mYst1c27 (2:04:10 PM): let's move on

PittWCtutor (2:04:12 PM): Okay

PittWCtutor (2:05:16 PM): "Once a woman is pregnant, she has two options short of Lysol or coat hangers."  Here, your sentence is in essence "she has two options".  To indicate to your reader that you're going off track in that sentence, you might set off "short of Lysol or coat hangers" in parenthesis or perhaps a comma, since the phrase is not an essential part of the main body of the sentence.

mYst1c27 (2:06:48 PM): ok, I wasn't sure whether to put a comma or not

mYst1c27 (2:07:36 PM): should it be "lysol and coathangers," or "lysol or coat hangers"?

PittWCtutor (2:08:31 PM): With commas, there's something called a "rule of thumb" that's pretty helpful, although really hard to demonstrate online.  Basically, if you can 

cover a phrase in a sentence with your thumb (or pen, whatever) and the sentence is still 

complete without it, you need punctuation around it.  It should be "coat hangers".  

mYst1c27 (2:09:56 PM): no no, the "and" and "or"

mYst1c27 (2:10:06 PM): coathangers was a typo

PittWCtutor (2:10:37 PM): Ahhh.  Sorry ;-)  Hmm.  I'd say "and", but I'm not really familiar with that process.

mYst1c27 (2:10:54 PM): ok

PittWCtutor (2:11:28 PM): If they use both at the same time, like Lysol to sterilize the coat hangers, it'd be "and", but if they are two separate ways to perform an abortion, it'd be "or"

mYst1c27 (2:12:06 PM): so then, according to the rule of thumb, there should be no comma in the first part of the sentence, "once a woman is pregnant, she..."

mYst1c27 (2:12:20 PM): ?

PittWCtutor (2:13:11 PM): Nope, there should be.  "She has two options" is a complete sentence.

mYst1c27 (2:13:34 PM): oh, ok 

PittWCtutor (2:14:48 PM): Phrases that begin sentences like "Once a woman is" or "While you were sleeping" need commas.  They're subordinate clauses, complete sentences that usually begin with a word like "once" "while" or "No matter" that subordinate them to the complete sentence that follows the comma.

mYst1c27 (2:15:45 PM): ok, gotcha

PittWCtutor (2:16:14 PM): Questions or onward?

mYst1c27 (2:16:46 PM): no questions

PittWCtutor (2:17:07 PM): Okay, in this same paragraph, there are several sentences that 

have commas before conjunctions where they don't need to be.  Do you see them?

mYst1c27 (2:18:00 PM): "She can either give birth to the baby, or if she has...

mYst1c27 (2:18:03 PM): like that?

PittWCtutor (2:19:10 PM): Yep.  It's a little tricky, but "if she has" is a subordinate clause, and your actual thought "get an abortion" relates back to the subject "She" that begins the beginning of the sentence.  It's a tricky sentence to punctuate.

mYst1c27 (2:22:01 PM): She can either give birth to the baby or get an abortion if she has the money.

PittWCtutor (2:22:20 PM): Yep.

mYst1c27 (2:22:54 PM): so the comma should go before or after the "or"?

PittWCtutor (2:24:02 PM): Neither.  You have one actor, "She", but two actions "can give birth" and "get".  So, no comma.  You only use a comma if you have an actor and an action on either side of the conjunction.

mYst1c27 (2:24:42 PM): oh, okay

PittWCtutor (2:26:26 PM): Awesome.  Okay, we're running low on time; it's been an hour already!  So, again, keep an eye on "that" versus "which", conjuctions, and, if you think you're being repetitive, remember that it might actually help persuade your reader.  

Also, don't forget citations for the hard facts (especially numbers) that you use.  

mYst1c27 (2:26:53 PM): ok, thanks so much!

mYst1c27 (2:27:01 PM): I didnt realize it's been that long

PittWCtutor (2:27:58 PM): Sure.  It was a pleasure working with you.  I hadn't either, but it has!  If you have further questions, feel free to email that writecen@pitt.edu for another 

tutorial or make an appointment at the Writing Center.

mYst1c27 (2:28:14 PM): okay. 

PittWCtutor (2:28:27 PM): Enjoy your afternoon and the rest of your weekend!

mYst1c27 (2:28:33 PM): you too!!!

10/31/04  She disappeared, logged off, something.

PittWCtutor (9:00:55 PM): Hey Leah, this is Amanda.  Are you ready to start your tutorial?

LeahHYT988 (9:01:09 PM):  hey yes

PittWCtutor (9:01:28 PM): Great.  So, first of all, what questions do you have?

LeahHYT988 (9:02:46 PM):  my teacher said that i need to talk to you about enhancing my sentence structure etc. and i was just wondering if i was on the right track

PittWCtutor (9:04:00 PM): Hm.  In order to answer that, you might need to give me an example of how your sentence structure from your previous papers differs from this one.  Did your teacher mean on a grammatical level or more of a stylistic level?

LeahHYT988 (9:04:57 PM):  stylistic, she said my grammer was good.  this was also just a first draft so i didnt revise the grammer very much

PittWCtutor (9:05:31 PM): Okay, that makes sense.  I didn't see that many issues with grammar, a few comma errors that we can proofread if we have time.  But, as for stylistic structure, let's start with your first sentence.

LeahHYT988 (9:05:52 PM):  okay

PittWCtutor (9:07:21 PM): You say, "A death of a loved one is tremendously difficult to deal with no matter who the person is that it happens to".  This is an interesting sentence, but a hard one to write since you're trying to both open your paper and express an idea.  One thing that might give this sentence a little more power is if you tried to use another verb that "is".  Forms of "to be" often bog down sentences.  What other verbs could you use?

LeahHYT988 (9:08:48 PM):  like "can be" or "may be"...or is that not what you mean

PittWCtutor (9:11:04 PM): Not quite.  You'd want to try some action verbs.  I'm trying to think up a good example.

LeahHYT988 (9:13:02 PM):  i cant think of any either. its hard to fit one into this sentence

PittWCtutor (9:13:25 PM): Yep.  I think you'll need to use "to be" in some way since it's a concept.  

LeahHYT988 (9:13:34 PM):  how about causes 

PittWCtutor (9:13:47 PM): How would you use it?

LeahHYT988 (9:13:49 PM):  if you rearrange the sentence

LeahHYT988 (9:14:48 PM):  A death of a loved one causes tremendous difficulty no matter who the person is that it happens to.

PittWCtutor (9:15:53 PM): Ooh.  Very good.  I like that.  I'd expand it though, because "tremendous difficulty" is a little vague.  Tremendous emotional difficulty?  Difficulty in grief?  Difficulty in frustration that you were too young to get to know your grammy?  

LeahHYT988 (9:16:58 PM):  i like tremendous emotional difficulty

PittWCtutor (9:17:10 PM): Okay, good.

PittWCtutor (9:18:14 PM): Now, furthering a little on avoiding forms of "to be" as much, what about the sentence, "My paw is an abundant source of information when it comes to me questioning what my grammy was like".  You could rearrange this some, maybe start with "When I want to know what my grammy was like," and then come up with a more active verb for "my paw".  What do you think?

LeahHYT988 (9:20:23 PM):  my paw supplies an...

PittWCtutor (9:21:21 PM): That's great!  It varies your sentence structure, and you've just found a much more sophisticated verb.  Can you find any other sentences that could be rearranged and substituted a little?

LeahHYT988 signed off at 9:23:46 PM.

November 6, 2004

PittWCtutor (2:30:36 PM): Hi Kiara, this is Amanda.  I'll be your tutor today.  Are you ready to get started?

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:30:46 PM): yes i am 

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:30:49 PM): thank you

PittWCtutor (2:30:56 PM): Great.  So, what questions do you have about your paper?

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:31:19 PM): i really just need it looked over

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:32:18 PM): i may have weaknesses in transition, the introduction, and the closing

PittWCtutor (2:33:47 PM): Okay.  One of the first things that I noticed is that the assignment calls for specific examples when explaining the different concepts in the paper.  You explain how you acted as an infant and toddler, but it might strengthen your paper to be even more specific.  For instance, for fearful distress, discuss a time as an infant that your parents may have been worried about you in a certain situation, but did not overreact.

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:34:34 PM): hmmm.. ??

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:34:54 PM): i don't really know of any tese examples are really difficult

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:34:59 PM): these*

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:35:16 PM): but i will think about that later

PittWCtutor (2:35:57 PM): Okay.  If you want a better example as to what i mean, just stop me, otherwise we can go on to your transitions.

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:36:41 PM): we can move on, i understand what u mean, i just don't know any examples i can give. i will just have to think about that more

PittWCtutor (2:38:58 PM): Okay.  You could even call your parents and ask if you were curious.  Anyway, transitions.  I see that you structured your paper to have a paragraph for each concept that your professor asks you to discuss.  That's an effective method of answering the assignment, and it also helps the reader understand the flow.  But, one way to make the paragraphs transition from one to another would be to use something like, "While fearful distress seems to come from an infant's parents' to its early behavior, irritable distress does not seem to have so strong of a link."  Use those transition words to help the reader move from one subject to the next.  Make sense?

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:39:49 PM): yes i think so

PittWCtutor (2:40:43 PM): How do you think you'd transition the from irritable distress to attention span then?

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:40:52 PM): im looking now

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:43:12 PM): maybe I could mention something about how irritable distress can eventually reduced with self control and how similiarly attention span can be worked on as well??

PittWCtutor (2:44:13 PM): Oooh. I like that idea.  A lot of "transition sentences" basically function to help guide the reader and remind them of what you're talking about so they don't get lost in the words.

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:44:44 PM): ok, thank you... it makes sense

PittWCtutor (2:45:27 PM): Great.  Would you like to consider another transition, or do you think that you have those down and you'd like to move on to your introduction?

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:45:57 PM): one more transition

PittWCtutor (2:46:20 PM): Okay, any one in particular?

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:46:50 PM): yes, from the introduction to the first topic of fearful distress

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:46:56 PM): how would I do that?

PittWCtutor (2:49:35 PM): Well, you'd want to consider the assignment and what you've said in your introduction.  You could say something like, "The first temperament that a person learns is fearful distress, or, in other words, the stress one feels in new situations" and then go on with your explanation.  Usually using "first" or some form of it like "first of all" or "To begin with" is an easy cue to your reader that you're going to launch into your paper.

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:50:12 PM): very helpful... thank you.

PittWCtutor (2:50:56 PM): You're welcome.  Now what would you like to focus on?

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:51:13 PM): the introduction

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:51:30 PM): is it clear, does it need any sort of attention grabbing aspect to it?

PittWCtutor (2:52:53 PM): It is very clear, but since your paper is about temperament in infants and adults, you could change your opening sentence into a question:  "Can a person's temperament as an infant predict their temperament as an adult?"  You can ask this question since the rest of your paper really focuses on answering that, right?

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:54:00 PM): yeah, do you think a good way to start off a paper that is an answer to a question is by stating another question though?

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:56:35 PM): another quick question. I am the only person in my class of 200 that is writing this paper, he gave me no fromatting guidelines he just said he'd like to see 34 pages on each question, do you think roughly 4 1/2 to 6 1/2 pages double spaced is okay if I am answering the questions in detail?

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:56:46 PM): formatting*

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:56:53 PM): 3-4

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:56:59 PM): i can't type

AnGeL KiTtY24 (2:57:01 PM): sorry

PittWCtutor (2:57:11 PM): Well, you can somewhat rephrase the question that the assignment asks into that question, and then answer it immediately:  "Can a person's temperament as an infant predict their temperament as an adult? I believe so, and I intend to use my own personal experiences to explain how." Okay, thinking about your second question for a second.

PittWCtutor (2:58:43 PM): Well, I can't answer for certain for your professor.  If he said "3-4 pages for each question" and told you to use MLA style format, then you would only need 3-4 pages double spaced because MLA format calls for double spacing.  I really don't want to mislead you by giving you an okay on something that's really up to your prof though.

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:00:11 PM): yeah, he gave me no indication of fromatting, but do you know if the research methods classes use MLA?

PittWCtutor (3:00:20 PM): Is this for psychology?

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:00:23 PM): because I took english comp here

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:00:24 PM): yes

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:00:30 PM): developmental

PittWCtutor (3:00:44 PM): They may want you to use APA style formatting, but that calls for double spacing as well.

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:01:03 PM): this is the first paper that I have written aside from in english comp

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:01:07 PM): i don't know asa

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:01:34 PM): what changes would I have to make to my paper to fit this?

PittWCtutor (3:02:11 PM): APA is the American Psychological Association's style of formatting.  I would talk to your professor though.  You wouldn't need too many changes for APA, but talking to your prof first will help clarify.  You don't want to go making unnecessary changes.  Is it due on Monday or later?

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:02:39 PM): tuesday

PittWCtutor (3:03:10 PM): You could e-mail him now and simply ask if he'd prefer MLA or APA format, but either way it'd be double spaced.

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:03:28 PM): i strictly used our text book, personal information, and his lectures, do I need to make a works cited page?

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:03:39 PM): ok thank you

PittWCtutor (3:03:46 PM): Changing the format with this type of paper won't take terribly long.  The real difference between MLA and APA is the method of citing sources.  I really don't think that you need one, but that'd be a question to ask him as well.

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:04:04 PM): ok great I will email him

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:04:11 PM): my time is up right?

PittWCtutor (3:04:34 PM): I have some extra time if you want to continue, but if you need to go somewhere I understand.

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:04:39 PM): no i don't

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:04:48 PM): how does my closing look?

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:05:17 PM): is it too repetitive of the introduction?

PittWCtutor (3:07:47 PM): It's not too repetitive, but it seems like it needs something else. For instance, why do you think that environment and self-control play a large part in adult temperament?

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:09:15 PM): because in the example that I listed above, my temperament was different depending on the circumstances I was presently facing and the amount of control I took over myself.

PittWCtutor (3:10:04 PM): I would state that a little more clearly right after you mention self-control and environment.

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:10:19 PM): in the closing?

PittWCtutor (3:11:49 PM): Yep, just reword it a little bit, even "a feature that I believe environment and self-control play a large part in due to the surroundings I found myself in and the willpower that I exerted in the above personal experiences."

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:12:36 PM): i wish I could word stuff that well, lol

PittWCtutor (3:12:54 PM): Eh, keep writing papers and you'll have it down in no time ;-)

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:13:07 PM): thank you so much

PittWCtutor (3:13:12 PM): you're welcome.  

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:13:22 PM): is there anything else you noticed that I may want to clear up?

PittWCtutor (3:14:29 PM): You might want to look at your paragraph structure and make it a little easier for the reader.  I might divide each paragraph into two, so, in your fearful distress paragraph, make the first paragraph one that explains fearful distress in a general way from what you learned from your text and lecture notes, and the next paragraph one that relates this information to your experience as a child.

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:15:02 PM): okay sounds very good

PittWCtutor (3:15:16 PM): Cool.  Do you have any other questions?

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:15:22 PM): no i do not

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:15:31 PM): thank you for all of your help though

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:15:36 PM): i really appriciate it

PittWCtutor (3:15:49 PM): Sure, anytime.  Feel free to email the writecen@pitt.edu account if you'd like another appointment.

PittWCtutor (3:15:57 PM): Have a wonderful weekend!

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:15:57 PM): thank you

AnGeL KiTtY24 (3:16:00 PM): you too

PittWCtutor (5:21:12 PM): Hi Christy, this is Amanda, your tutor today.  Are you ready to get started?  There seems to have been some glitch in AOL.

ChristyPitt2005 (5:21:26 PM): ok yes

PittWCtutor (5:21:36 PM): Great.  So, what questions do you have about your paper, first of all?

ChristyPitt2005 (5:22:04 PM): well, i'm not sure i like my introduction

ChristyPitt2005 (5:22:10 PM): i have a hard time starting

PittWCtutor (5:22:38 PM): Okay, let me read through that again and see what suggestions I can offer.

ChristyPitt2005 (5:22:45 PM): ok great

PittWCtutor (5:23:03 PM): Hm.  I can see your concerns; it feels just a little choppy.  

PittWCtutor (5:23:12 PM): What was the assignment, first of all?

ChristyPitt2005 (5:23:27 PM): to wirte how jenkins uses the source

PittWCtutor (5:24:35 PM): Okay.  Hmm.  What sentence to you seems to be your strongest or have the best wording, do you think?

ChristyPitt2005 (5:24:52 PM): i think the second and last sentence are good

ChristyPitt2005 (5:25:07 PM): i feel like though the first two sentencs may be too similiar

PittWCtutor (5:27:13 PM): I agree.  What if you link the second sentence with a semicolon.  It'd look like this:  Jenkins uses Fred and Judy Vermorel's book, Starlust, in order to exemplify the stereotype that is associated with fans of rock music; his primary reason for using this source is to prove that this stereotype is false.

PittWCtutor (5:27:28 PM): That way, you can use both sentences and the information, but show your reader with the semicolon that your ideas are similar

ChristyPitt2005 (5:27:59 PM): ok that would definitely work

PittWCtutor (5:28:29 PM): *nods* Semicolons are pretty helpful when you have really close ideas, but you don't want to have separate sentences.

PittWCtutor (5:29:04 PM): Now, for the next sentence, it's kind of vague.  What myth?

ChristyPitt2005 (5:29:44 PM): In that sentence I'm referring to the myth of rock music fans and how they're like "groupies"

ChristyPitt2005 (5:30:00 PM): I refer to that later in the second paragraph

PittWCtutor (5:31:21 PM): what if you say "the term 'myth' before introducing his source, a book that details he most obsessive, sometimes filthy, and occasionally desperate fans, an extreme type of groupie. 

ChristyPitt2005 (5:31:54 PM): ok should i describe the myth more thoroughly than i do?

PittWCtutor (5:32:33 PM): I think if you include that part about groupies, then no, because you go on to discuss it more in the next paragraph.

ChristyPitt2005 (5:32:43 PM): ok

ChristyPitt2005 (5:33:00 PM): I also feel the ending isn't really sufficient

ChristyPitt2005 (5:33:19 PM): I'm not sure if I should sum things up more and if so how to go about it

PittWCtutor (5:33:25 PM): Okay, I'll take a look.

PittWCtutor (5:34:00 PM): It's only one page, correct?

ChristyPitt2005 (5:34:05 PM): yes

ChristyPitt2005 (5:34:11 PM): that's all it was allowed to be

PittWCtutor (5:34:24 PM): Okay.  I was worried we had some technical difficulties!  Still looking.

PittWCtutor (5:35:15 PM): You might add to the last paragraph exactly how Jenkins throws out that stereotype one last time.  "He throws out the source and discredits it by doing this and that" whatever reasons you know.

ChristyPitt2005 (5:35:32 PM): ok that would be helpful

PittWCtutor (5:35:42 PM): What would you say?

ChristyPitt2005 (5:36:04 PM): see the problem is he doesn't go on in detail to discredit it

ChristyPitt2005 (5:36:15 PM): he really only says it's a myth and cliche

PittWCtutor (5:37:18 PM): Hm. Maybe you could say that then.  "While Jenkins makes a good argument, his argument lacks greater detail" to acknowledge the fault in his argument, since your SC teacher is training you to be critical thinkers and readers, she might want you to notice that.

ChristyPitt2005 (5:37:42 PM): ok i think that would be a better approach

ChristyPitt2005 (5:37:56 PM): I was trying to say why he discredited but there was no real evidence

PittWCtutor (5:38:24 PM): Then yes, I think noting a lack of details or evidence (I like that word better) would be a good way to close out this shorter assignment.

ChristyPitt2005 (5:38:38 PM): ok greay

ChristyPitt2005 (5:38:42 PM): *great

PittWCtutor (5:38:52 PM): Cool.  So what other questions do you have?

ChristyPitt2005 (5:39:45 PM): not to much else really

ChristyPitt2005 (5:40:35 PM): do you see any other major problems

PittWCtutor (5:41:26 PM): I noticed that the name Jenkins ends in an S, but sometimes when you say "Jenkins argument" you don't use an apostrophe to indicate the possessive.

ChristyPitt2005 (5:41:59 PM): ok...yes I  have grammatical problems

PittWCtutor (5:42:26 PM): It's pretty simple to watch for and double check when you're proofread, just such a headache when the name already ends in S.

PittWCtutor (5:42:39 PM): See!  You're proofread, I obviously didn't proofread that last IM very well.

ChristyPitt2005 (5:43:00 PM): haha

PittWCtutor (5:43:55 PM): But yeah, keep an eye on those for things that you'll be turning in.  It's an apostrophe and S if the noun owns something, but if the noun is just plural, you only need an S.

ChristyPitt2005 (5:44:10 PM): ok

ChristyPitt2005 (5:44:12 PM): thank you

PittWCtutor (5:44:42 PM): You're welcome.

ChristyPitt2005 (5:44:53 PM): overall with the corrections do you feel it's an okay short paper

PittWCtutor (5:45:26 PM): Yep, I think it is okay.  Short papers are very hard because you need to watch every word.  With long papers, you have plenty of time to explain yourself to the reader, but not the same with short papers.

ChristyPitt2005 (5:46:44 PM): yes that is a problem

ChristyPitt2005 (5:46:53 PM): you have to get right into it

PittWCtutor (5:47:00 PM): Yes, and I think that you definitely do that.

PittWCtutor (5:48:25 PM): Another quick thing to watch in these short papers is the passive voice.  For instance, the sentence "At the supposed last Bowie concert, a statement was given how everyone started undressing", you might want to rephrase into "At the supposed last Bowie concern, so and so stated how all of the fans present started undressing."  It's easier on your reader if you have a clear actor and action.  Or, you could say, "Supposedly, at the last Bowi concert, the fants started undressing."

ChristyPitt2005 (5:48:28 PM): thank you very much

PittWCtutor (5:49:00 PM): Sure!  Have a great night.

ChristyPitt2005 (5:49:07 PM): thank you 

ChristyPitt2005 (5:49:10 PM): you too!

PittWCtutor (5:49:11 PM): enjoy your weekend!

PittWCtutor (5:49:13 PM): Bye!

This conversation with S was pretty useless, but I’m including it as I thought it might be helpful to see how to handle a situation.  Plus, after working the desk, I now realize that having a student cancel and reschedule their appointment can be even more painstakingly slow online:

PittWCtutor (12:58:06 PM): Hi Shawn.  I'm Amanda.  Are you ready to get started on your paper?

FieryDragon(12:59:12 PM): sure 

FieryDragon(12:59:19 PM): but I have to tell you something  

PittWCtutor (12:59:40 PM): Okay.

FieryDragon(12:59:46 PM): I did not proof read my paper  

FieryDragon(1:00:20 PM): so there are just Ideas floating around  

PittWCtutor (1:00:46 PM): Okay, that's fine.  You don't have to make your paper completely error free before we can start working on it.  

FieryDragon(1:00:58 PM): I know that but 

FieryDragon(1:01:40 PM): I am saying that when I wrote this paper, I was basically free writing it  

PittWCtutor (1:01:56 PM): Ahh, I see.  It has a lot of good ideas in it.

FieryDragon(1:02:15 PM): so the so it might be a little offf 

FieryDragon(1:02:17 PM): thanks 

FieryDragon(1:02:23 PM): I have question 

FieryDragon(1:03:08 PM): I don't mean to be rude or anything but... 

PittWCtutor (1:03:19 PM): Go ahead, ask.

FieryDragon(1:03:40 PM): are you doing something later on day from six and later? 

FieryDragon(1:04:14 PM): wait better yet.. 

FieryDragon(1:04:23 PM): can you do me a favor 

FieryDragon(1:04:36 PM): after this session? 

PittWCtutor (1:04:54 PM): Whoa, you're going to have to be a lot more specific there ;-)

FieryDragon(1:05:12 PM): it's for my paper 

PittWCtutor (1:05:14 PM): Tell me the whole situation, and then I'll see what I can do.

FieryDragon(1:05:18 PM): 

FieryDragon(1:06:10 PM): ok, today i have to be somewhere at two today and I will be gone til five, right 

FieryDragon(1:06:19 PM): so I was thinking.. 

FieryDragon(1:07:04 PM): can I email you my essay after I have proofed read it myself  

FieryDragon(1:07:31 PM): and then you read over it, and email it back to me with your remark? 

FieryDragon(1:07:42 PM): remarks? 

FieryDragon(1:07:45 PM): sorry 

PittWCtutor (1:09:52 PM): That's okay ;-)  We can reschedule an online appointment, but I can't do anything over e-mail, unfortunately.  We're still working out the real time tutorial, so I really have no experience in helping someone without having an actual conversation about the paper.  You could probably do one of two things.  First, you can just work on your paper, and then call the Writing Center on Monday morning to get an appointment with an actual tutor.  Or, since you did try to keep this appointment, I could try to reschedule with you, maybe for sometime tomorrow in the late afternoon.  I'd agree to this evening had I not already made plans.

FieryDragon(1:11:08 PM): ok thanks  

FieryDragon(1:11:29 PM): so  

FieryDragon(1:12:10 PM): lets reschedule  

FieryDragon(1:12:20 PM): at 8pm 

PittWCtutor (1:13:11 PM): Okay, so we'll talk at 8 pm tomorrow evening.  I won't always able to do this, but I'll make an exception since you said you'd proofread and work on your ideas before then ;-)

FieryDragon(1:13:34 PM): ok  

FieryDragon(1:13:46 PM): and how about sometime tomorrow too 

FieryDragon(1:13:50 PM): or no 

PittWCtutor (1:14:01 PM): I thought you meant 8 pm tomorrow evening.

FieryDragon(1:14:13 PM): oh  

FieryDragon(1:14:25 PM): 8 pm tonight 

FieryDragon(1:14:41 PM): but if you would to do it tomorrow 

PittWCtutor (1:14:44 PM): Nope.  I already said I couldn't because I made plans for tonight.

FieryDragon(1:14:52 PM): then that is cool 

FieryDragon(1:14:53 PM): ok  

FieryDragon(1:15:14 PM): then how about 6 tomorrow 

FieryDragon(1:15:17 PM): then  

FieryDragon(1:15:31 PM): that will give me plenty of time  

PittWCtutor (1:15:56 PM): Okay, 6 pm tomorrow.  Yeah, if you'll be gone today from now until 6, you won't have much time to do work, so 6 tomorrow sounds great.

FieryDragon(1:16:21 PM): thaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnnnnk you  

FieryDragon(1:16:34 PM): so much  

FieryDragon(1:16:46 PM): I will talk to you then ok 

FieryDragon(1:16:59 PM): I save you as a buddy too 

PittWCtutor (1:17:16 PM): Okay.  Talk to you tomorrow at 6!

PittWCtutor (1:17:17 PM): bye!

November 21, 2004.  Shawn again, long, frustrating, not very productive, but hopefully more than I thought initially.

PittWCtutor (6:00:01 PM): Hey Shawn, ready to get started?

FieryDragon(6:00:09 PM): ok 

FieryDragon(6:00:18 PM): but I have to go the bathroom 

FieryDragon(6:00:30 PM): do you have my paper right 

PittWCtutor (6:00:40 PM): Yes.  I'll wait until you get back.

FieryDragon(6:00:48 PM): ok 

FieryDragon(6:00:52 PM): thanks 

PittWCtutor (6:01:01 PM): No problem.

FieryDragonsigned on at 6:10:50 PM. 

PittWCtutor (6:11:08 PM): Are you there, or am I having technical difficulties?

FieryDragon(6:11:19 PM): I am here 

FieryDragon(6:11:26 PM): what just happened 

PittWCtutor (6:11:43 PM): AOL probably had a glitch.  Are you ready to start?

FieryDragon(6:11:52 PM): ok, yes 

PittWCtutor (6:12:25 PM): Okay.  First two questions--what's your class standing, and what would you like to talk about in regards to your paper?

FieryDragon(6:13:28 PM): I want to talk about content, making sure my ideas are flowing  

FieryDragon(6:13:29 PM): and  

FieryDragon(6:13:45 PM): gramatical mistakes 

FieryDragon(6:13:56 PM): my class standing?  

FieryDragon(6:14:01 PM): what do you mean  

PittWCtutor (6:14:12 PM): Are you a freshman, sophomore, etc?

FieryDragon(6:14:24 PM): Fresh 

PittWCtutor (6:15:44 PM): Okay.  Well, I think what we can work on to help make your ideas flow is your sentence structure. You're smart to notice grammatical mistakes, as I think that if we spend the session going through the first few paragraphs of your paper and paying special attention to how a few grammar adjustments can clarify your ideas, you'll be able to do the rest yourself.  How does that sound?

FieryDragon(6:16:58 PM): what did you say  

FieryDragon(6:17:18 PM): I click close by accident 

PittWCtutor (6:17:32 PM): Okay.  Well, I think what we can work on to help make your ideas flow is your sentence structure. You're smart to notice grammatical mistakes, as I think that if we spend the session going through the first few paragraphs of your paper and paying special attention to how a few grammar adjustments can clarify your ideas, you'll be able to do the rest yourself.  How does that sound?

FieryDragon(6:18:07 PM): ok 

FieryDragon(6:18:11 PM): sounds good 

FieryDragon(6:18:15 PM): thanks 

PittWCtutor (6:18:18 PM): Sure.  

PittWCtutor (6:18:53 PM): Okay, your first sentence:  Robert Coles, a psychologist who spends most of his time learning how people deal with crises was the author of, "The Tradition: Fact and Fiction."   Can you think of how you might make this an easier sentence for your reader to understand?

FieryDragon(6:21:38 PM): Robert Cole, the author of "The tradition: Fact and Fiction," is a psychologist that spends his time

PittWCtutor (6:22:25 PM): Great!  I like that sentence except for one thing:  your verb.   What is your verb?

FieryDragon(6:22:35 PM): ok 

FieryDragon(6:22:59 PM): is it spends correct 

PittWCtutor (6:24:06 PM): Nope. Spends is a verb, and it's good that you noticed it, because right now, your verb is "is", and "is" is a rather weak verb.  Spends isn't.  Can you think of a way to use "spends" instead of "is" with your subject, "Robert Coles"?

FieryDragon(6:24:33 PM): ok  

FieryDragon(6:25:23 PM): Robert Cole, the author of "The tradition: Fact and Fiction," a psychologist that spends his time  

FieryDragon(6:25:24 PM): or  

FieryDragon(6:25:58 PM): Robert Cole, the author of "The tradition: Fact and Fiction," a psychologist who spends his time

PittWCtutor (6:26:37 PM): Nope, that's not a copmlete sentence.  Robert Cole is the subject and he's not doing anything.  When you type "who spends his time" you're modifying psychologist and not using spends as the verb.

FieryDragon(6:27:01 PM): ok 

FieryDragon(6:27:44 PM): Robert Cole, the author of "The tradition: Fact and Fiction," a psychologist, spends his time

PittWCtutor (6:28:48 PM): Good, you're getting it.   Now, how about we move psychologist.  That describes Robert Cole as well, but it's somewhat confusing when it comes after the title of Cole's work, isn't it?  What do you think of "Robert Cole, psychologist and the author of..."?

FieryDragon(6:29:17 PM): ok 

FieryDragon(6:29:27 PM): I see your point 

PittWCtutor (6:29:34 PM): So how does the completed sentence look?

FieryDragon(6:32:51 PM): Robert Cole, psychologist and author of "The tradition: Fact and Fiction," , spends his time learning how people deal with crises

FieryDragon(6:33:13 PM): I have question 

PittWCtutor (6:33:16 PM): Ask away.

FieryDragon(6:34:16 PM): am I suppose to keep my document open an make the corrections or you are doing that now, and you going to send it to me  

PittWCtutor (6:34:28 PM): You should keep the document open to make corrections yourself.

FieryDragon(6:34:35 PM): ok 

PittWCtutor (6:35:29 PM): Okay, about that corrected sentence, one last little correction.  There's an extra comma; can you find it? 

FieryDragon(6:35:56 PM): where  

FieryDragon(6:36:10 PM): ok 

FieryDragon(6:36:13 PM): i see it  

PittWCtutor (6:36:18 PM): Where is it?

FieryDragon(6:36:33 PM): after the quote 

PittWCtutor (6:36:51 PM): Yep.  Are you ready to look at the next sentence?

FieryDragon(6:37:01 PM): yes  

PittWCtutor (6:37:21 PM): Okay.  Now that we've rearranged the first sentence to clarify it, can you see any ways to correct the next one?

FieryDragon(6:37:21 PM): but is there anyway we can go faster or no 

PittWCtutor (6:37:32 PM): I can go as fast as we both type.

FieryDragon(6:37:41 PM): ok 

FieryDragon(6:37:57 PM): Like I mean by paragraphs 

FieryDragon(6:38:20 PM): do you understand what I am saying  

PittWCtutor (6:38:20 PM): If we go by paragraphs, we'll be ignoring the sentence level errors that I think are affecting your flow, but if you'd like to look at paragraphs instead, we can.

FieryDragon(6:38:35 PM): no 

FieryDragon(6:39:07 PM): I want to check the sentences but it may 5 hours 

FieryDragon(6:39:11 PM): you see  

PittWCtutor (6:39:45 PM): Right, and we only have about 20 minutes left.  Do you remember what I said before, that we'd work through the sentences, and then you could use what we talked about to work on fixing them yourself?

FieryDragon(6:40:10 PM): ok 

PittWCtutor (6:40:47 PM): If you want to go by paragraphs, for instance, what in the first paragraph can you correct by using what we talked about already (finding a more powerful verb than "is", for instance?)

FieryDragon(6:41:11 PM): ok  

FieryDragon(6:41:29 PM): put the verb after the subject right  

PittWCtutor (6:41:56 PM): Yes.  What verbs and subjects can you fix in the paragraph?

FieryDragon(6:42:04 PM): ok  

FieryDragon(6:42:11 PM): give me mintue  

PittWCtutor (6:42:17 PM): Okay.

FieryDragon(6:44:21 PM): here you go 

FieryDragon(6:44:34 PM): I just change the first half a little  

FieryDragon(6:44:36 PM): In Coles' argues in his essay, that documentary work suppose to be comprised of factual information gathered from a reliable source, can be manipulated to support what the writer believes. That is why Coles said, "[documentaries are like remnants of a whole piece] (185)." [Documentarians, the ones who write reports on the information they gathered from a source, would] cut, weave, edit […] [factual information to prove their point] (185)."  

PittWCtutor (6:46:22 PM): Okay, look at the sentence that starts with "In Coles".  First of all, do you still need "In" now that you've changed it around?  Next, double check the sentence, for instance "documentary work suppose".

FieryDragon(6:47:09 PM): ok  

FieryDragon(6:47:28 PM): so it should be just Coles says 

PittWCtutor (6:47:36 PM): Yes.

FieryDragon(6:47:38 PM): or said 

FieryDragon(6:47:58 PM): I mean agrues 

PittWCtutor (6:48:18 PM): Yes, Cole argues (not Coles, unless that's actually his last name).

FieryDragon(6:48:36 PM): Coles is his name  

FieryDragon(6:48:53 PM): with the "s" after the e 

PittWCtutor (6:48:57 PM): Okay, then Coles, and double check everywhere you use it to make sure that you keep it consistent.

PittWCtutor (6:49:07 PM): I think you do ;-)

FieryDragon(6:49:19 PM): ok 

PittWCtutor (6:49:42 PM): Now look at "documentary work suppose to be".  What's missing?

FieryDragon(6:50:22 PM): s 

FieryDragon(6:50:28 PM): after work 

PittWCtutor (6:50:43 PM): work is suppose to be, you mean?

FieryDragon(6:51:08 PM): ok 

FieryDragon(6:51:11 PM): yeah 

PittWCtutor (6:51:30 PM): Okay.  That's one part.  What's wrong with "suppose"?

FieryDragon(6:51:47 PM): need to be in past tense 

PittWCtutor (6:52:03 PM): Exactly.

PittWCtutor (6:52:10 PM): So how does that all look now?

FieryDragon(6:52:19 PM): ok  

FieryDragon(6:52:26 PM): give me a min 

PittWCtutor (6:52:28 PM): Okay.

FieryDragon(6:54:22 PM): Coles' argues in his essay, that documentary works are supposed to be comprised of factual information gathered from a reliable source, can be manipulated to support what the writer believes. That is why Coles said, "[documentaries are like remnants of a whole piece] (185)."  

FieryDragon(6:54:33 PM): [Documentarians, the ones who write reports on the information they gathered from a source, would] cut, weave, edit […] [factual information to prove their point] (185)." Therefore, Coles said in his essay that many documentaries are normally filled with factual information, but writers use it to support their opinions 

FieryDragon(6:54:58 PM): However, Coles believes that real documentary work, "[…] is referring to any attempt to engage, represent, and understand the lives of others (176)." "[This is done through] journals, poets, novelists…sociologist … and psychologist… [etc] (176)." So in Coles'  

FieryDragon(6:55:08 PM): point of view, a real documentary work the way that professional writers and scientists attempt to explain the stories of other people to the public objectively.  

FieryDragon(6:55:28 PM): I gave you the whole paragraph 

FieryDragon(6:55:38 PM): it should look fine now 

PittWCtutor (6:56:00 PM): Much better.  Two things to look at:  does Coles still need to be possesive (Coles') and what's wrong with connecting the "can be manipulated" to the rest of the sentence with just a comma?

FieryDragon(6:57:45 PM): I think so  

FieryDragon(6:57:57 PM): and where is can be manipulated 

FieryDragon(6:58:29 PM): I see 

PittWCtutor (6:58:56 PM): You do not want to keep Coles possessive.  He argues, he doesn't possess the "argues".  

FieryDragon(6:59:29 PM): Ok  

FieryDragon(6:59:42 PM): I was looking somewhere else  

FieryDragon(6:59:45 PM): that's why 

PittWCtutor (7:00:14 PM): Ah, I see.  So, what about that extra "can be".  What three letter word should be between it and the rest of the sentence instead of a comma?

FieryDragon(7:01:18 PM): and  

PittWCtutor (7:01:27 PM): Great.  

FieryDragon(7:01:43 PM): you want to move on with the next paragraph  

PittWCtutor (7:02:10 PM): So, I know that we only looked at two sentences, but the errors that you make (which are pretty insignificant, really, but still affect the flow of your paper) are continued throughout your paper.

PittWCtutor (7:02:25 PM): I would, but we've been working together for an hour now, and I'm not allowed to go much over that time to keep things fair for everyone.

FieryDragon(7:02:28 PM): yeah 

FieryDragon(7:02:55 PM): ok 

FieryDragon(7:03:03 PM): so we are finished 

PittWCtutor (7:03:30 PM): Pretty much, but let's review what we talked about before I sign off.  First, it's important to use powerful verbs instead of "is" or any form of "to be".  Next, you should put verbs and subjects as close together as possible.  When you rewrite a sentence, be sure to watch for extra words that might be mistakenly left behind.  

PittWCtutor (7:03:43 PM): Finally, reread your sentences to make sure that your subjects and verbs agree.  Use "and" without a comma to combine two subjects or two verbs (for instance, "documentaries are supposed…and can be manipulated".

FieryDragon(7:04:48 PM): ok 

FieryDragon(7:04:57 PM): thaaaaanks a lot  

FieryDragon(7:05:18 PM): I can edit my paper now and start the next one i have to do  

PittWCtutor (7:05:33 PM): You're welcome.  That's great--good luck!  I enjoyed working with you over IM.  If you'd like to schedule another appointment, e-mail the writecen@pitt.edu account.

FieryDragon(7:05:48 PM): ok 

FieryDragon(7:05:53 PM): good bye  

FieryDragon(7:06:03 PM): and thanks again 

PittWCtutor (7:06:08 PM): Goodbye and you're welcome
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PittWCtutor (6:15:13 PM): Hey Lily, this is Amanda.  Ready to get started?

ParadiseTropics (6:15:26 PM): ya

ParadiseTropics (6:15:40 PM): thanks again 

PittWCtutor (6:16:40 PM): Sure.  So, I looked over your paper and considered your question about your argument and how you could strengthen it.  I saw a lot of very good ideas, but they were getting lost in the long paragraphs.  

ParadiseTropics (6:17:23 PM): ya

ParadiseTropics (6:17:41 PM): i was kinda overwhelmed with the amount of info i was trying to work with 

PittWCtutor (6:18:46 PM): I can imagine.  It's hard to fit so much into a paper.  In reality, though, paragraphs really help a reader when they look at your paper.  It allows them to not feel overwhelmed with all the info.  After all, as the author of this paper, it's your job to do everything that you can to make sure that the reader gets your point, right?

ParadiseTropics (6:19:18 PM): yes

PittWCtutor (6:20:02 PM): Cool.  So, have a look at your first paragraph.  I think, ideally, while, yes, the content is related, the paragraph could be separated into two parts.  This would allow the reader to absorb your content.  Where would you separate it?

ParadiseTropics (6:22:53 PM): aaa either right after my sentence on Russell Simons and more.

ParadiseTropics (6:23:31 PM): or right before I will be looking at and drawing specifically from .....

PittWCtutor (6:24:28 PM): I like your first suggestion. Do you see why it would be helpful to your reader's understanding to do that?

ParadiseTropics (6:25:02 PM): ya

PittWCtutor (6:25:23 PM): great.  So how would you break up the next paragraph?

ParadiseTropics (6:25:34 PM): hmm 

ParadiseTropics (6:27:30 PM): right b4 Citizen Change is a national non-profit

ParadiseTropics (6:27:59 PM): since i'm switching from the different people involved to the accual campaign

PittWCtutor (6:29:35 PM): Yes.  So, do you feel comfortable enough that you can go through and figure out how to divide the paragraphs into smaller, more easy to digest sections by yourself and we can move on to other issues, or do you want to keep talking about paragraphing?

ParadiseTropics (6:29:54 PM): no no 

ParadiseTropics (6:30:01 PM): i understand it 

ParadiseTropics (6:30:14 PM): ;-)

PittWCtutor (6:30:58 PM): Awesome ;-)  Okay, the next thing that I noticed is your use of the verb "to be".  I think could really strengthen and clarify your sentences if you found some stronger verbs.  Have you talked about that in other tutorials?

ParadiseTropics (6:31:29 PM): no not really 

ParadiseTropics (6:32:03 PM): like maybe if i had a example of  how it would work in one sentence

PittWCtutor (6:33:21 PM): Okay.  Here's one sentence from your paper:  People such as Mary J. Bilige, 50 Cent, Maya and Russell Simmons are just a few of the star powered people Diddy has on his team.  You could change it to be a much more powerful sentence by saying, "Mary J. Blige, 50 Cent, etc., add star power to P. Diddy's team."  Do you see how now instead of just being something "they are", they are doing something "adding star power? 

ParadiseTropics (6:34:41 PM): hmm i guess

ParadiseTropics (6:35:25 PM): so its more direct and shorter to the point

PittWCtutor (6:35:48 PM): Yes.  And the verb is more active.  Forms of the verb "to be" is are was were, etc., are rather boring, because they only indicate existence.

ParadiseTropics (6:36:10 PM): ahh 

ParadiseTropics (6:36:11 PM): ok 

PittWCtutor (6:36:59 PM): Here's another example:  "African Americans are still somewhat stereotyped as Lazy, dumb and unconcerned with any political process."  This is a true form of the passive voice, because we don't know who stereotypes African Americans.

ParadiseTropics (6:38:22 PM): ok'

PittWCtutor (6:38:35 PM): How would you change it to show who does the stereotyping?

ParadiseTropics (6:41:43 PM): Stereotypes of African Americans show them as being  lazy and unconcerned with the political process. 

ParadiseTropics (6:41:43 PM): no 

ParadiseTropics (6:41:43 PM): aa 

PittWCtutor (6:42:24 PM): That's a good way to approach it if you don't want to say who biases African Americans.

ParadiseTropics (6:42:37 PM): i guess

PittWCtutor (6:42:53 PM): What other ways could you say it?

ParadiseTropics (6:43:03 PM): maybe 

PittWCtutor (6:43:06 PM): You might use "stereotype" as the verb.

ParadiseTropics (6:44:23 PM): Todays African American steryotypes still show than as being everything from lazy and dumb to apathetic and uneducated about the political process

ParadiseTropics (6:44:52 PM): ?

PittWCtutor (6:44:52 PM): Better.  How do you feel about the sentence?

ParadiseTropics (6:45:02 PM): :-\

PittWCtutor (6:45:40 PM): Hmm...well, who stereotypes African Americans as those negative things?

ParadiseTropics (6:45:54 PM): the media

ParadiseTropics (6:45:59 PM): i guess does it the most

ParadiseTropics (6:46:19 PM): blaitnly i guess

PittWCtutor (6:46:21 PM): Okay, so what about "The media often stereotypes...".  By using often, you'll avoid generalizing the entire media, but still make a clear point.  Does that make sense?

ParadiseTropics (6:46:39 PM): aaa ya 

PittWCtutor (6:48:28 PM): I know it seems trivial to work on one sentence like that, but I hope that this is giving you an idea of how to make your sentences much stronger when you go over your paper.  It's on such an interesting topic, so I'd love to see it in an even easier to read and more powerfully worded form.  By making a clear actor in a sentence (in that case, "the media") and a clear, powerful verb ("stereotypes"), your sentences have much better character and readability.

ParadiseTropics (6:49:23 PM): ya

ParadiseTropics (6:49:44 PM): i know , that was one of my proff.'s notes, was that i need to make it "stronger" all together

PittWCtutor (6:50:31 PM): Well, I think that phrasing and dividing the paragraphs will really help that, don't you?  "Stronger" often means writing your ideas in a way that they really pound into the reader's head.

ParadiseTropics (6:50:51 PM): yea

PittWCtutor (6:51:26 PM): We have 10 minutes left.  Is there anything else in specific that you'd like to focus on or any questions that you have?

ParadiseTropics (6:53:20 PM): ya , i just wondered over all should i just how bad is it , cause i feel like so stressed about everything that i haven't done alot of "good" work on this paper, i've just done it like when i have had time, so i feel that it is really like bad and without a strong thesis

ParadiseTropics (6:54:03 PM): and just over :-\

ParadiseTropics (6:54:08 PM): overall*

PittWCtutor (6:55:40 PM): Well, your paper isn't overall a "bad" paper.  I'm not a teacher, so I can't venture to say what kind of grade you'll get on it.  What I can tell you is that if you rework your thesis to have more powerful wording, i.e., things like, "I will be exploring" to "I will explore", you will again, find your words more powerful.  Like I've said, your ideas -aren't- bad, they just lack the stronger wording that they need to really pop out at the reader.

ParadiseTropics (6:56:24 PM): o ok

PittWCtutor (6:56:40 PM): Make sense?

ParadiseTropics (6:56:45 PM):  yep

PittWCtutor (6:57:13 PM): Awesome.  Well, good luck with your paper and finals, and I enjoyed working with you.

ParadiseTropics (6:57:18 PM): and once i cut up the pharagraphs more , it will also flow a  bit better

PittWCtutor (6:57:38 PM): It definitely will, and your professor will see where your ideas are.

ParadiseTropics (6:57:45 PM): ok , thanks so so sos SOOOO much 

ParadiseTropics (6:58:16 PM): and have a very well disserved HOliday break ;-)

PittWCtutor (6:58:23 PM): You're welcome.  The Writing Center will be open when the next term starts, so feel free to come up when you need help.  Thanks!

ParadiseTropics (6:58:49 PM): ok thanks

ParadiseTropics (6:59:08 PM): enjoy the rest of your sat. night 

PittWCtutor (6:59:28 PM): Thanks, you too!

